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Abstract. The partnership between the US and Kazakhstan is taking on new dimensions in
the context of the military conflict between Russia and Ukraine, the growing influence of China,
and the increased activity of other actors in the region. In the face of geopolitical instability,
Kazakhstan seeks to preserve and strengthen its sovereignty and independence, based on a multi-
vector foreign policy strategy. Therefore, the strengthening and expansion of the American vector
is actualizing.

The US strategic interest decline in Kazakhstan and the region as a whole after the
withdrawal of allied troops from Afghanistan led to their practical displacement of Central Asia to
the periphery of American foreign policy. However, the war in Ukraine once again attracted the
attention of Washington to the Central Asia region. As a result, the C5+1 dialogue platform was
created, the “U.S. Strategy for Central Asia for 2019-2025” was adopted, and the region was
mentioned in the US “National Security Strategy of 2022”.

These documents define the main characteristics of relations between Kazakhstan and the
US. The authors of the article analyze the coincidence of Washington's strategy with the main
national interest of Kazakhstan. Both sides are interested in mutually beneficial cooperation in
areas such as economy, energy, education, and security.

Despite the fact that the American vector in the Kazakhstan foreign policy is inferior in
intensity to the Russian, Chinese, and even European ones, the strategic partnership between
Astana and Washington allows both sides to address their own and common tasks within the
framework of regional and international security and cooperation.

In the current situation, the expansion of the Western direction in foreign policy, especially
in the context of the development of relations with the United States, can play animportant role in
ensuring balance in the region and strengthening the sovereignty of the state.
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Basic provisions
In the context of geopolitical turbulence, the question of preserving and
strengthening the American vector of Kazakhstan's foreign policy is becoming more


mailto:k.userova84@gmail.com
mailto:yessenova@gmail.com
mailto:fturar@mail.ru
mailto:kbaizakova@mail.ru

pressing. This means taking the strategic partnership between Washington and
Astana to a new level.

In the context of geopolitical turbulence, the United States has re-evaluated the
strategic importance of Central Asia and its role in its global strategy. Washington
Is now offering a constructive agenda for the entire Central Asian region. This is
evidenced by the creation of the C5+1 dialogue platform, the adoption of the “U.S.
Strategy for Central Asia for 2019-2025”, and the mention of the region in the
“National Security Strategy of 2022”.

An analysis of the degree of convergence of interests and opportunities will
allow to make forecasts for the preservation and strengthening of the American
vector of Kazakhstan's foreign policy.

Introduction

The contours of modern relations between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the
US are in the focus of academic interest in connection with the evolution of the
geopolitical situation in the region.

The research question of the article is to identify the coincidence of the
Washington’s strategy in the region and the main national interest of the Republic
of Kazakhstan on the basis of an analysis of the foreign policy strategies of the US
and Kazakhstan. Despite the difference in the tools and motivations of both states,
the foreign policy strategies provide significant complementarity.

To address the issues raised in the article, the authors analyzed national and
bilateral documents, using theory and methodology that allows them to answer the
questions posed in the article.

Description of Materials and Methods

The modern relations between Kazakhstan and the United States require
analysis through the prism of various theories, such as realism/neorealism,
liberalism/neoliberalism, constructivism, geopolitical theory, and others.

According to the theory of realism/neorealism, the relations between
Kazakhstan and the US are conditioned by common interests in the field of security.
Kazakhstan seeks to strengthen its independence and sovereignty, while the United
States is interested in maintaining stability and security in Central Asia. Both
countries also seek to develop economic cooperation: Kazakhstan is an important
source of natural resources, while the United States occupies a leading position in
the world economy.

From the perspective of liberalism/neoliberalism, the relations between
Kazakhstan and the United States can be viewed as cooperation in various areas.

The theory of constructivism emphasizes that the identity and interests of states
are formed in the process of interaction. Inthis context, both countries are gradually
developing more positive relations, which contributes to strengthening their
cooperation.

The theory of geopolitics asserts that the geographical location of a state is an
Important factor determining its policy. The geographical location of Kazakhstan in



Central Asia makes it a key player in the region, which attracts the US attention to
maintain stability and security in this area.

The concept of a multi-vector foreign policy is a fundamental principle of the
Kazakhstan foreign policy strategy. It expresses the desire for multifaceted
interaction on the world stage.

The concept of balanced diplomacy is also applied in the study of Kazakhstan's
foreign policy. It is important to note the differences between balanced and multi-
vector diplomacy: the latter does not necessarily imply uniformity or balance.
Balanced diplomacy, although it may not be uniform, takes into account the interests
of major states. In this context, pragmatism plays a key role for both Kazakhstan and
the United States.

The approach based on pragmatism determines the development of relations
between Kazakhstan and major states based on their practical benefit, giving
preference to practical benefits over political intentions and ideological factors.
Pragmatism manifests itself mainly in the economic sphere. Economic opportunities
play a significant role in the diplomatic capital for major states in the region.
Whoever is able to offer more economic advantages to Central Asian countries will
be a more desirable partner.

Results

The analysis of theoretical and methodological approaches showed that the
strategic partnership between the United States and Kazakhstan in the new
geopolitical conditions should be considered using a comprehensive approach,
including various theories and concepts, the main of which are realism, liberalism,
constructivism, and geopolitical theory, which allow to explain the problems set out
in the article.

Central Asia is an important part of American Eurasian policy. The large-scale
transport and logistics projects of China and the policy of Russia on integration with
Central Asia determine the geopolitical nature of the “C5+1”. An important task of
the multilateral format is to protect American interests through the so-called
construction of the region. American strategists attach importance not only to the
raw materials, transit potential of the countries of Central Asia, but also to their
subjectivity, i.e. the ability to develop independently from the will of major players.

The war in Ukraine again shifted the focus of Washington to the Central Asia
region. The return of American interest can be explained by various reasons, the
main of which are related to anti-Russian sanctions, to the business interests of
American companies in Kazakhstan, to the advancement of the C5+1 dialogue
platform to a new level.

In the context of geopolitical turbulence, the United States has come to a much
better understanding of the strategic importance of Central Asia and its role in its
global strategy. Washington is now offering a constructive agenda for the entire
Central Asia region. Ambitious long-term plans and goals, which are fully reflected
in the “U.S. Strategy for Central Asia for 2019-2025” [1], are outlined in the “U.S.
National Security Strategy of 2022 [2].



The United States continues to link the Central Asian region with the problems
of Afghanistan. At the 2023 US-Central Asia summit, the sides expressed their
desire to strengthen cooperation in the field of security, calling it the “cornerstone”
of maintaining the sovereignty of the countries of the region.

In general, Washington realizes that a new strategic approach to the region
should include the issue of opening and developing transport corridors from Central
Asia to the south. Otherwise, the countries of Central Asia may deepen their
dependence on China and Russia.

Determining the degree of coincidence of interests and opportunities will allow
us to make forecasts for the preservation and strengthening of the American vector
of Kazakhstan's foreign policy.

Discussion

Expert opinion. In the new geopolitical reality, relations between the United
States and Kazakhstan have become the subject of close attention by both domestic
and foreign researchers. Foreign authors note a new trend in Kazakhstan's foreign
policy: a move away from its traditional ally Russia after the mass protests in 2022
and President Kassym-Jomart T okayeV's request for help from the CSTO, as well as
the military conflict between Russia and Ukraine.

Therefore, Ukrainian researcher Domenko believes that one of the important
factors in the rapprochement between Kazakhstan and the United States is the fact
that further development of allied relations with the Russian Federation is becoming
dangerous for Kazakhstan. The Russian war is also likely to accelerate efforts to
diversify Kazakhstan's imports and exports via Caspian sea routes and beyond
Russia to mitigate the effects of sanctions [3].

Researcher Ghegelashwili believes that, in turn, the United States will use all
possible means to create a viable competition against Chinese and Russian projects,
as well as various formats of regional integration of all five Central Asian countries,
creating effective projects in all spheres of their political, economic, and cultural life
to become as attractive as possible for the region. The author also notes that “the
desire of both the United States and the EU to occupy a key position in the region
will depend not only on the success of their policies, but also on the position of the
Central Asian countries in the context of their right choice between the main key
actors” [4].

The authors of the article “Features of US Foreign Policy towards the States of
Central Asia” call Kazakhstan a permanent regional ally of the United States,
emphasizing the pragmatic nature of cooperation between partners. They also
believe that Kazakhstan's multi-vector foreign policy “is in dissonance with the
regional imperatives of the United States,” as Astana seeks to gain the maximum
benefit from cooperation with Washington while building good neighborly relations
with Russia and China [5].

Another point of view is held by the authors of the article that examines the
foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian
war. They note that, faced with the current increasingly complex domestic and
international situation, President Kassym-Jomart T okayev supports the principle of



pragmatism aimed at protecting national security and raising Kazakhstan's
international status [6].

At the same time, a number of researchers emphasize that Washington should
take into account the strengthening of the Chinese vector of Kazakhstan's multi-
vector foreign policy: “Despite its official alliance with Russia, Kazakhstan's foreign
policy is more closely linked to China” [7].

With regard to the return of US interest in the CSTO region, experts believe
that “in the future, US strategy in Central Asia is expected to be based on the
expediency of attracting regional allies and stimulating contradictions to deter
geopolitical rivals in the region” [7].

In conclusion, the analysis of scientific literature on the topic of the study
showed that cooperation between Kazakhstan and the United States in the new
geopolitical reality is characterized by a variety of assessments and forecasts. This
Is due to the fact that the cooperation process is not yet complete, and its outcome
depends on many factors.

In the foreign policy concept of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2020-2030,
priorities are shifted from individual countries to regional and multilateral
cooperation. In the bilateral context, only neighboring countries, the United States
and the European Union, are specifically highlighted. (Foreign Policy Concept of
the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2020-2030) [8].

The relations between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the United States are
characterized as a strategic partnership, including cooperation in the economic,
energy, security, education, and culture spheres.

The evolution of cooperation between Kazakhstan and the United States has
gone through several stages. During this time, Washington has determined not only
the degree of importance of the region for American interests, but also the degree of
its willingness to be involved in the affairs of Central Asia (CA). As a result of the
actions of the United States, Russia's monopoly in the region was destroyed.
American administrations gained the opportunity to change the balance of power
and participate on an equal footing in the geopolitical rivalry in CA.

After the events of September 11, 2001, the most important factor influencing
Kazakhstan-US relations was the US anti-terrorist operation and the joint fight of
the CA countries against international terrorism. US interest in the region was
determined by the large-scale fight against international terrorism. As a result of the
global anti-terrorist war, the Central Asian direction was included in the general
context of the fight against international terrorism. The changed geopolitical
situation after September 11, 2001, actualized relations between the United States
and the CA countries, which were to help overcome the strategic difficulties and
difficulties of access to the territory of military operations, which the American
troops had to face during the Operation “Enduring Freedom” in Afghanistan.

However, after the withdrawal of allied troops from Afghanistan, US interest
in the region declined as a result of post-Afghan policy and the “pivot to Asia”
strategy

The shift of Kazakhstan and Central Asia to the periphery of US foreign policy
can be explained by several factors.



First, as early as 2005, Washington, within the framework of the Greater
Central Asia project, proposed to base its regional policy on the principle of
geopolitical pluralism. The essence of this project is to unite the states of Central
Asia and Afghanistan, as well as some other neighboring regions, into a single
geopolitical whole. This marked new approaches in Washington's Central Asian
policy, which are part of a strategy for the global restructuring of large geopolitical
spaces in Eurasia (for example, the “Greater Middle East”)

Washington called on Moscow and Beljing not only to participate, but also to
act as guarantors and donors of the region's modernization process. T he political part
of the Greater Central Asia project sets the task of convincing Russia and China that
the United States does not intend to weaken their positions in the region. Moreover,
the United States planned to invite these states as guarantors of the region's
modernization process.

At the same time the United States clearly define its interests in the Central
Asian region. It should be noted that even skeptics admit that the historical ties
between Russia and Kazakhstan, the length of the common border, the Russian
diaspora in Kazakhstan, the interdependence of the economies and infrastructure of
the two countries, as well as the significant disparity in military potential - all this
explains the special relations between Moscow and Astana. Researchers recognize
that these factors, in addition to Astana's commitment to regional integration, have
pushed Kazakhstan to join the Collective Security Treaty Organization and become
one of the first members of the Eurasian Economic Union. Similarly, no one doubts
the importance of Kazakhstan's relations with neighboring China. The development
of these relations is an indicator of the achievements of Kazakhstan's foreign policy
and economic strategy since independence.

Second, the withdrawal of allied troops from Afghanistan and, as a
consequence, the decline in US interest in Kazakhstan and the region as a whole,
which is explained by the low level of strategic interest of Washington in the Central
Asian region. The terms “Central Asia” and “Kazakhstan” practically disappeared
from the discourse of the American President Obama, which was evidence of the
loss of significant interest of the United States in Kazakhstan and the region as a
whole, which is not an arena of large-scale disasters, nor a source of serious security
threats [9].

The Trump administration, for a number of reasons, adjusted the foreign policy
course of the Obama administration on the futility of this direction.

Geopolitical competition between Washington, Moscow, and Beijing is not
self-sufficient for Central Asia. The countries of Central Asia have their own
interests and priorities, and they are not simply pawns in the great power
competition.

The United States for a long time remained the only major external force that
did not have a consultative mechanism for making joint decisions with the countries
of the region, which could not but affect the effectiveness of the US foreign policy
towards Central Asia. The picture changed in the 2000s. On the one hand, the post-
Afghan period shows a shift in foreign policy priorities to the Asia-Pacific region,
which weakened Washington's interest in Central Asia. On the other hand, there is



evidence of a new American regional policy, expressed in the formula “C5+1”, the
Implementation of which will allow the region not to remain on the periphery of the
global US strategy.

A whole complex of geopolitical and geo-economic factors (the start of the
Implementation of the ambitious Chinese “Belt and Road” initiative, the sanctions
confrontation between Washington and Moscow, the Ukrainian crisis, the war in
Syria, the fall in world prices for major export commodities, etc.) contributed to the
development and adoption of “C5+1”. The main criterion was the fact that Central
Asia is directly or indirectly related to all these events, which, in turn, are in the
sphere of US interests.

Thus, the “C5+1” format allows Washington to pursue a regional policy that
compensates for the geopolitical influence of neighboring powers. One possible
option would be the so-called “offshore balancing”, which involves changing
country priorities, choosing a key partner; recognizing the interests and capabilities
of other external forces; finding the right balance between security and democratic
values; more effective use of existing levers of influence on the situation.

It should be remembered that the United States and the European Union, as
well as Asian states - Turkey, Japan, and South Korea, already have similar formats
for interaction with the countries of Central Asia. This format is perhaps the most
powerful in terms of propaganda and cultural relations. The EU has a special
representative for Central Asian affairs and a well-developed regional strategy. The
American format is also becoming regular and is reaching a new level in the context
of the Ukrainian crisis.

New geopolitics. The warin Ukraine has once again shifted Washington's focus

to the Central Asia region. The return of American interest can be explained by the
following reasons:
First, it is related to anti-Russian sanctions. The United States and the European
Union have repeatedly warned of the introduction of secondary sanctions against
countries that violate the sanctions. Western partners are concerned about the
indicators of the significantly increased trade between Kazakhstan and the Russian
Federation (30% in 2022) [10].

Representatives of the United States and the United Kingdom visited Astana to
warn the country against helping Russia to circumvent sanctions. In response to the
requests of Western partners, Kazakhstan completely banned the supply of military
goods to Russia, while a special license will be required for dual-use goods. The
Traderadar website has been launched to help monitor goods and companies that
have been sanctioned. There is also a special system that allows you to track all
sanctioned goods that pass through the Kazakh border by electronic invoices.

At the same time, official persons from Astana noted that the interdependence
of the economies of the two states, membership in the EAEU and the absence of
customs borders between the Russian Federation and Kazakhstan make it many
times more difficult to comply with sanctions.

In response, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken promised that Washington
would allocate $25 million to the countries of the region under the “Economic



Sustainability Initiative”. This initiative will allow Central Asia to “develop trade
routes and attract private sector investment and not be dependent on just one
country”. This statement indicates that the United States would not want to put too
much pressure on Kazakhstan, as China has become more active in the region [11].

Second, the business interests of American companies in Kazakhstan play an
important role in bilateral relations. US firms operate in a wide range of sectors,
including energy, petrochemicals, mining, engineering, construction, transportation,
agriculture, and IT. The majority of American economic interests are still
concentrated in the energy sector, where Chevron is the leader among the 700
American firms doing business in the country. In order to expand trade cooperation,
the Chamber of Commerce launched the US-Kazakhstan Business Council in 2020
[12].

Special attention should be paid to the new trend of rare earth metal mining. In
the context of the development of alternative energy sources and the demand for the
production of high-tech components, such as semiconductors, solar panels, etc.,
American companies are expanding their investment in the extraction of critical
minerals and rare earth elements.

Third, the dialogue platform C5+1 has reached a new level. President Biden
personally met with the presidents of the Central Asian countries on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly session (September 2023). The conclusion of cooperation
to “new heights” raises the question of the need to fill the concept of “strategic
partnership’ between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the United States with a new
meaning. To do this, it is necessary to analyze the coincidence of Washington's
strategy in the region and the main national interest of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

Despite the differences in the tools and motivations of both states, their foreign
policy strategies provide significant complementarity. At the present stage, the main
characteristic of Kazakh-American relations is pragmatism, that is, it is not about
any real strategic rapprochement (the American “vector” of Kazakh politics is
inferior to the Russian, Chinese, and even European ones), but rather about mutually
beneficial cooperation in the economy, as well as maintaining stability in the region.

Strategic cooperation will allow Astana and Washington to address their own
and common challenges within the framework of regional and international security
and cooperation. Kazakhstan can strengthen its multi-vector foreign policy while
maintaining the American vector.

Determining the degree of overlap of interests and opportunities will allow us
to make forecasts for the preservation and strengthening of the American vector of
the foreign policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

In the context of geopolitical turbulence, the United States has come to
understand much better the strategic importance of Central Asia and its role in its
global strategy. Washington is now offering a constructive agenda for the entire
Central Asian region.

Strategic documents
Ambitious long-term plans and goals, which are fully reflected in the US
Strategy for Central Asia for 2019-2025. [1].



The strategy is divided into three main areas. In the geopolitical terms, the CA,
especially Kazakhstan, is analyzed through the prism of Russian influence.
Washington recognizes Russia's special role in the economic (Kazakhstan's
membership in the EAEU), military-political (Kazakhstan's membership in the
CSTO), diplomatic and humanitarian spheres. Kazakhstan cooperates with Russia
in the SCO format as well.

However, the United States clearly defines its role in the region, declaring
support for and strengthening the sovereignty and independence of the Central Asian
states, individually and as a whole, which should be carried out with consistent US
involvement in the areas of economy, energy, security, democracy and politics, and
governance issues of the Central Asian states.

After the return of the Taliban to power in 2021, as a reaction to what happened,
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan quickly expressed their position within 48 hours, stating
that their embassies in Kabul continue their activities. The Central Asian countries,
with the exception of the Tajik government, have expressed their willingness to
maintain trade and economic relations with the Taliban on the condition that the
Taliban do notallow the use of their territory for planning or committing aggression
against neighboring states.

Representatives of the Central Asian countries are increasingly talking about
the need to stabilize Afghanistan and include the country in trade and logistics
chains, which will allow opening trade routes to Pakistan and India, which is
especially important in the context of the war in Ukraine and anti-Russian sanctions.
Afghanistan has access to the nearest large markets of Pakistan and India, as well as
the Middle East, which are of high trade interest for Kazakhstan. In August 2023,
Kazakhstan held a business forum with Afghanistan, to which a delegation of the
Taliban was invited. Kazakhstan signed contracts with Afghanistan worth $200
million [13].

For Washington, the Afghan agenda is not only related to security issues, but
also to the possibilities of maintaining its presence in the region. Throughthe CA, it
Is possible not only to restore the US military presence in a hybrid form, but also to
send humanitarian aid together with the European Union. Washington understands
that the export of Kazakh grain to Afghanistan allows 80 percent of the country's
population to survive.

These and other factors explain Washington's support for the idea of creating a
UN Regional Center for Sustainable Development Goals for Central Asia and
Afghanistan in Almaty.

Thus, the Central Asian foreign policy of the United States can be considered
not only through the prism of economic issues, but also through the prism of security
problems. It is obvious that the interests of Astana and Washington in relation to
Afghanistan coincide.

Diversification of transportation routes is one of the key tasks for landlocked
Central Asian countries. The implementation of southern trade corridors will allow
them to gain access to seaports and become part of the global supply chain and trade
network. For example, the creation of the Lapis Lazuli Corridor will allow the
transportation of goods from Afghanistan to Europe and back through T urkmenistan,



Azerbaijan, Georgia, and Turkey. The corridor will pass through the Afghan dry
ports of Akina in Faryab province and Torgundi in Herat province. The project is
designed to promote the economic development of Afghanistan by including
Afghanistan in the network of international transportation corridors linking Kabul
with the Caspian countries and Europe [14].

Central Asian participation in new international transportation corridors, such
as the Trans-Caspian International Transport Route (Middle Corridor) and the Lapis
Lazuli Corridor, helps to diversify economic and logistical ties and reduce
dependence on Russia and China.

The development of trans-Caspian transportation corridors is in the sphere of
the United States' main geostrategic interests. On the one hand, such logistics allows
American and European capital to actively penetrate into Central Asia. On the other
hand, it allows Central Asian countries to actively develop independent economic
ties from Russia and China. Therefore, the US Strategy for Central Asia calls for
support for the CASA-1000 electric lines, connectivity in the region, and
transportation links with Afghanistan, including the Lapis Lazuli Corridor route
from the Caspian Sea through Afghanistan to Pakistan

However, after the major events that changed the geopolitics around the region
(the withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 and the Russian invasion of Ukraine in
2022), the implementation of this strategy became very difficult. A new strategy has
not been proposed by Washington.

In general, the American capital realizes that a new strategic approach to the
region should include the issue of opening and developing transportation corridors
from Central Asia to the south. Otherwise, Central Asian states could deepen their
dependence on China and Russia.

The second aspect, concerning the overlapping interests of the United States
and the Republic of Kazakhstan (RK) in the field of security, is the situation that has
developed between Astana and Moscow after the start of the Russian military
invasion of Ukraine. This problem is directly related to the situation in Afghanistan.

Although there are conspiracy theories about a possible Russian invasion of the
five Central Asian countries in order to implement the geopolitical idea of President
Putin to "recreate the Soviet Union 2.0," such theories, for many reasons, cannot be
taken seriously. However, given the Afghan context and the weakening of Russia's
ability to act as a security guarantor for the Central Asian countries, the states of this
region will seek to diversify their political, economic, and military relations with
non-regional actors.

The main theses of the document “The US Strategy for Central Asia” receive
additional accents in the context of the “National Security Strategy” under the
leadership of President Biden (NSS). The latter represents a more pronounced focus
on security, emphasizing the mechanisms for promoting the vital interests of the
United States in the global context. In this context, the use of all components of
national power is declared to achieve supremacy over strategic competitors,
overcome common challenges, and shape the “rules of the game” [1].

The central idea of the Strategy is to focus on competition with China and
deterring Russia. These goals are intended to be achieved through domestic



Investment, the formation of a coalition of like-minded states, and the modernization
of the military. The Strategy is based on the principles of interdependence, which
ensures the strengthening of allied and partnership relations in order to protect
common and shared values. These values are aimed at preserving and expanding the
flows of goods, services, energy, people, and technology. By “flows” here, we mean
strategic efforts to create conditions for common interdependence in a competitive
and dangerous global environment.

The 2022 National Security Strategy (NSS) departs from a simplistic view In
defining the United States' competitors and enemies. Thus, naming Russia and China
among the main states from which a strategic challenge to the security and economic
mutual development of the world comes, the Strategy suggests a differentiated
response to these challenges.

It is undeniable that in the near future, relations between the United States and
Russia and China will remain confrontational. However, the approaches and
mechanisms of influence on these countries will depend on the degree of their
influence on the world order being formed by the United States.

In the context of modern international realities, Russia appears as a destroyer
of the established order, while China is seeking to create its own architecture of the
world order. Inrelation to Russia under the leadership of Putin, there are significant
doubts about the possibility of developing programs of cooperation and partnership.
The United States, resorting to sanctions, trade policy, financial instruments, and
direct military support for Ukraine, demonstrate that Russia cannot be considered as
a partner, and therefore must remain in the status of an unequal competitor.

In the context of the confrontation between Russia and the West, the United
States acts as a supporter of the independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity
of the countries of the region.

Democracy issues remain a focus of American policy in Central Asia. The
Washington administration has stated its intention to promote the strengthening of
democratic processes and the resilience of the states of the region.

At the same time, the 2022 NSS shows a more flexible attitude to this issue and
does not recognize the need to transform authoritarian regimes into democratic ones
in order to ensure security. Moreover, the White House currently expresses support
for regimes that refuse to use force to change borders in the world. This departure
from the United States' tough stance on democracy and democratization can be seen
as an attempt to resolve the problems of coexistence and cooperation between
countries with different historical, cultural, and ideological views in the 21st century.

For Central Asian countries, this is not only an opportunity to preserve, but also
to strengthen their foreign policy focused on cooperation with the United States. The
continuation of this cooperation can help the Central Asian states maintain the
balance of power in the region, given the activation of other key players. The
expansion of economic cooperation contributes to the development of the region
through attracting investment, increasing trade volumes and technology exchange.
It is important to note that the United States' share in the total trade turnover in
Kazakhstan was 2.9% in the first half of 2023. They are also among the top 5
countries in terms of import volumes to Kazakhstan. In other Central Asian



countries, the United States significantly lag behind the traditional partners of the
region - Russia, China, Turkey and the countries of the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) [15].

An analysis of US foreign policy documents on Central Asian countries shows
that Kazakhstan-USrelations are primarily determined by pragmatism. There is not
so much strategic rapprochement (while the American vector of Kazakhstan's policy
Is inferior to the Russian, Chinese and even European ones), but rather mutually
beneficial cooperation in the economic sphere and maintaining stability in the
region.

In the context of the new geopolitical situation, the United States is increasing
its activity towards Central Asia, as evidenced by the summit in the “C5+” format
in New York. President Biden met with the five leaders of Central Asia for the first
time, and the New York Declaration on “Sustainability through the C5+1 Security,
Economic and Energy Partnership” was adopted. This testifies to the desire of the
American leadership to deepen its impact in the region, especially in the context of
the growing tensions between Russia and the West. This point is significant in the
revision of US policy towards Central Asia.

Conclusion

In the context of changes in the geopolitical situation in the Central Asian
region, Kazakhstan's multi-vector foreign policy has demonstrated its effectiveness,
providing the country with the opportunity to maintain strategic partnerships with
both regional and non-regional actors. However, the competition between major
powers in this region creates additional challenges for the foreign policy of the
Republic of Kazakhstan.

In this regard, the countries of Central Asia, including Kazakhstan, are seeking
to establish mutual counter-balances and counter-positions. This striving provides
them with greater operational freedom and helps to prevent possible unilateral
domination or control over the region by any one power.

In the current situation, the expansion of the Western direction in foreign
policy, especially in the context of the development of relations with the United
States, can play an important role in ensuring equilibrium in the region and
strengthening state sovereignty. Despite the fact that the American “vector” in
Kazakhstan's policy is inferior in intensity to the Russian, Chinese, and even
European ones, the strategic partnership between Astana and Washington will allow
both sides to address their own and common tasks within the framework of regional
and international security and cooperation.

The main characteristic of relations between Kazakhstan and the United States
Is pragmatism, expressed in mutually beneficial economic cooperation and the desire
to maintain stability in the region.

In the context of the new geopolitics, Central Asia is returning to the position
of a geostrategic region, important for the national security interests of the United
States.
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Anaarna. AKII nen Kazakcran apaceiHnarsl opinrectik Peceii MeH YkpanHa apachIHIAFbI
OCKepU KaKTBIFBIC, KpITaWIbIH BIKMANBIH KYLIEHTY KOHE OCHI OHIpAeri Oacka Ja eHIpiK >KoHe
OHIPITIK €MeC KaThICYIIbUIApAbIH KaHIaHybl >KaFlaiblHIa JKaHa epeKuleNlikTepre ue Oomyna.
OHip/iH alHAIAChIHAAFBI Te0casiCu TYPAKChI3ABIK KaraaibiHaa KazakcTaH KenBEKTOPIbI CHIPTKbI
CasiCH CTpaTErMsIChIHA CYHEHE OTHIPBIN, ©31HIH CYOBEKTHBTUIIN MEH TOYEJICBIINH CaKTayFa )KoHEe
HBIFalTyFa YMThUIAbl. COHIBIKTAH aMEPHUKAHIABIK BEKTOPIBIH HBIFAIOBI MEH KCHEIOI ©3eKTi
OOJIBITT OTBIP.

AyraHcTaHHaH ofakTac oackepiep mbirappuFanHan keiiHn AKII-TeiH Ka3zakcTanra xoHe
KaJMbl OHIpre JereH CTPaTerwsyblK KbI3bIFYIIBUIBIFBIHBIH —TeMeHeyl onapabiH Opraibik
A3WSIHBIH aMEpHUKaHIBIK CBHIPTKBI CasCaTThIH NepudepuschiHa IC JKY3IHIE KOIIyiHe OKeIl
Anaiina YkpawHamarbl COFBIC Tarbl na BammHrronHelH HazapslH Opraiblk A3us aldMarbiHA
aynapnbel. Hotwkecinne C5+1 muanmor amauel Kypeuiibl, AKII-TeiH Opraisik A3us OoWbIHIIIA
2019-2025 xpulmapra apHalFaH CTpaTerwiChl KaObUIIAaHABl koHe aiMak 2022 ¥ATTHIK
KayincBAIK CTpaTervsChIHAA aTam oTUIL

byn kyxartap Kazakctan Mmen Ameprka Kypama lITaTrapsl apachiHaaFbl KAThIHACTAPABIH
HEr3r1 cuUmaTTaMmajapblH aHbIKTalWnbl. Makama aBroprapbl BammHITOH —CTpaTerusChbIHbIH
KasakcTaHHbIH 06acThl YATTHIK MYAJEJIepiMEH CoMKecTIriH Tangaiael. Exi Tapam Ta S5KOHOMUKA,
SHEPreTUKa, OUTIM J>KOHE KAyICBIOIK CHUSKTHI canajlapia e3apa THIMJI BIHTBIMAKTaCTHIKKA
MY eIl

KaszakcraHn casicaTblHIaFbl aMEpHKaHIbIK «BEKTOP» KapKbIHABUIBIFBI JKarblHAH pPeceillik,
KBITAMIBIK koHe TinTi Eypomnanslk BeKTOpIapblHAaH TOMEH OoNFaHbIHA KapaMacTaH, ACTaHa MEH
BammHrTon apaceiHIarsl CTpaTeTHIIBIK OPINTECTIK €Ki Tapanka ja OHIPJTIK JKOHE XaJIbIKAPAIIHIK
Kaylncm[uc MeH BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK MICHOCPIHAE ©3/CPIHIH J>KOHE OpPTaK MIHAETTEpIH IIelIyre
MYMKIHIIK Oepeni

Kasipri xarmaiia chIpTKbl casicaTTarbl OaTBHICTHIK OarbITTBHIH KEHEI0l, ocipece AMepuka
Kypama IllTatTappiMeH KapbIM-KaTBIHACTHI JaMBITY >KaFdadblHIa, aMaKTarbl Tere-TEeHIIKT1
KaMTaMachI3 €Tyl KOHE MEMJICKETTIH eTeMEH/IINH HbIFaWTyla MaHBI3/IbI pOJI ATKAPybl MYMKIH.

Tipek ce3gep: crparerwsuiblk cepikrecTik, AKII, KP, reocascu TypOyneHTTLIIK,
KOMBEKTOPJIBIK, KayCB3IIK, CHIPTKBICASICAT, YJITTHIK MY/I€
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Annotauus. [TapraépctBo mexay CIIA u KazaxctaHom mpuoOpeTaeT HOBBIE UYEpPTHI B
YCIIOBHSIX BOGHHOrO KOHQMMKTa Mexay Poccueit u YkpauHod, ycwienus BmusiHua Kwuras, u
AKTUBM3ALIMM JIPYT'MX DPETHMOHAJBbHBIX W HEPETHMOHAJBbHBIX YYAaCTHHKOB B JAHHOM peruoHe. B
YCIJIOBUSIX T'€OTONUTUYECKON HeCTaOWILHOCTH BOKPYT pervoHa KaszaxcTaH CTpeMHUTCs COXpaHUTb
U YKpEIMTh CBOIO CYOBEKTHOCTh M HE3aBHCHUMOCTb, OCHOBBIBAsICb HAa MHOTOBEKTOPHOM
BHEILIHETIOIMT MIeCKO  cTpaTerv. [loaToMy akTyanmsupyeTcsi YyKpEeIUIEHHME U pacllupeHue
aMEPUKAHCKOIO0 BEKTOpA.

Camkenue ctpatermueckoro marepeca CIIIA x KazaxcraHy u pervioHy B IIEJIOM TMOCHIE
BBIBOJIa COIO3HMYECKHMX BOMCK M3 A(raHuMcTaHa TNpHBEIO K KX NPAKTUIECKOMY TEpEeMEIICHHIO
[enrpanmpHoit A3um Ha Tepudepur0 aMepUKaHCKOW BHemHeW monuTuky. (OJHAKO BOMHA B
VYkpauHe cHOBa IpHBJIEKJIa BHMMaHWe BammHrroHa k peruony LlenrpambHas Asus. B pesynbraTe
Obuta co3gaHa auanoroas miomanka C5+1, mpunsita Crparterus CIIA mo LlenrpamsHoit A3um
Ha 2019-2025 ronupl, u pervion yroMsiHyT B CTpaTeruy HaloHabHOW Oe3omacHocTr 2022.

OTH JOKYMEHTHI ONPEJIEIISIIOT OCHOBHBIE XapaKTEPUCTHUKU OTHOIICHMA Mexny KazaxctaHom
u CoeauHenupiMu [lITaTamu. ABTOpPBI CTaThU AaHAIMBUPYIOT COBMNAJ€HUE CTpaTerud BammHrrona
C TJIaBHBIM HAIMOHAJIbHBIM wHHTepecoM Kazaxcrana. O0e CTOPOHBI 3aMHTEPECOBAaHBI B
B3aUMOBBITOJTHOM COTPYIHHUECTBE B TAKUX 00JIACTSIX, KaK JKOHOMHUKA, SHEPreTHKa, oOpazoBaHUE
1 6€30MaCHOCTb.

Hecmorps Ha TO, 4TO aMEpHUKaHCKMHA «BEKTOp» B moiurvke KaszaxcTana ycTymaeT o
WHTCHCUBHOCTH  POCCHHCKOMY, KHTAaWCKOMY U JaXe €BpOIECHCKOMY, CTpaTermdeckoe
MapTHEPCTBO MeEXAy AcTaHOW M BalMHITOHOM TO3BOMSIET OOEHMM CTOpOHAM pellaTh CBOU
COOCTBEHHbIE W OOIME 3aJa4d B paMKax PErHMOHAJILHOM W MEXIyHapOAHOH O0e30macHOCTH U
COTPYJHHYECTBA.

B Texymeil oOCTaHOBKE pacIIMpeHHE 3amaHOTO HATPABJICHUS BO BHEIIHEW TMOJUTHUKE,
0COOCHHO B KOHTEKCTe pa3Burus oTHouieHwii ¢ CoenmnénnpiMu IllTaTamu, MOXET CHITpaTh
BAXXHYIO POJIb B 00€CTICUCHHH PAaBHOBECHS B PETHOHE M YKPEIUICHHMH CYBEPEHHTETA TOCYAapCTBa.

KiroueBble cioBa: crparermueckoe mnaprHepctBo, CIHIA, PK, reonomurnueckas
TypOYJIEHTHOCTh, MHOTOBEKTOPHOCTb, O€30MaCHOCTh, BHEUIHAS TIOJWTHKA, HAIMOHAJbHbI I
UHTEPEC
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