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Abstract. This article explores the evolving relationship between India and the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM), emphasizing the need for greater understanding and cooperation in a
rapidly changing global landscape. As both regions navigate challenges such as economic
diversification, climate change, security issues and cultural exchange, the paper adopts a
constructivists approach and highlights the historical ties and shared values that form the
foundation of their partnership. It examines key areas of potential collaboration, including trade,
technology, education, security and sustainable development, while also addressing obstacles that
hinder deeper engagement. Through a comprehensive analysis of diplomatic initiatives, bilateral
agreements, and grassroots exchanges, this study aims to provide actionable recommendations for
enhancing India-CARICOM relations. Ultimately, the article advocates for a strategic partnership
that leverages the unique strengths of both regions to foster mutual growth and resilience in an
interconnected world.
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Introduction

The Historical Connection Between India and the Caribbean

The historical connection between India and the Caribbean is rooted in the
migration of Indian laborers to the region during the 19th and early 20th centuries.
Following the abolition of slavery in the British Empire, Caribbean plantations faced
labor shortages. To address this, colonial governments sought workers from India,
leading to the first significant wave of Indian migration to the Caribbean, primarily
between 1838 and 1917. As is known, there has been a long relationship between
India and CARICOM countries dating to the colonial period. Both the territories of
the British West Indies (BWI) and India were part of the British Empire. Actually,
from 1757 to 1858, through the East India Company, Britain controlled much of
India. However, India did not formally come directly under British rule until 1858.
From 1838 to 1917, Indian contractual indentured workers were sent to the BWI, to
other British colonies, and to foreign colonial territories. For the duration of the
indenture system, about 450, 000 Indians were brought to the BWI with 36, 000 to
Jamaica, 144, 000 to Trinidad and Tobago, 239,000 to Guyana, and the rest to the
other islands. Under the Dutch, about 35,000 Indian indentured labourers were
recruited to work in Suriname between 1868-1916.Today, possibly over a million
people of Indian descent are in the CARICOM region with most being in Guyana,
Trinidad and Tobago, Suriname, and Jamaica (Morgan 2024). Some of the main
features arising from this connection include the following:
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- Indentured Labor System: The British introduced the indentured labor system,
which allowed Indian workers, known as "coolies," to sign contracts to work on
sugar plantations in exchange for wages, housing, and the promise of land after a
period of service. This migration significantly altered the demographic landscape of
the Caribbean, particularly in countries like Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana, and
Suriname, where large Indian communities were established (1).

- Cultural Exchange: Indian migrants brought their rich cultural heritage,
including languages, religions, festivals, and culinary traditions, which have
significantly influenced Caribbean culture. Festivals such as Diwali and Holi are
celebrated alongside local traditions, creating a unique blend of cultural practices
that reflect the region's diversity.

- Political and Social Impact: Over time, the descendants of Indian indentured
laborers became active participants in the political and social life of the Caribbean
(2). They have made substantial contributions to the region's development,
advocating for rights and representation, and influencing local governance and
policies.

- Economic Ties: Beyond cultural connections, India and the Caribbean have
developed economic ties, especially in the areas of trade and investment. India has
increasingly engaged with Caribbean nations through trade agreements, technology
transfer, and investment in sectors such as information technology and
pharmaceuticals.

- Diplomatic Relations: In recent years, there has been a concerted effort to
strengthen diplomatic relations between India and CARICOM. High-level visits and
partnerships have focused on areas such as education, health care, and sustainable
development, reflecting a mutual interest in enhancing cooperation.

All in all, the historical connection between India and the Caribbean is
characterized by migration, cultural exchange, and evolving diplomatic and
economic ties. This shared history provides a foundation for ongoing collaboration
and understanding, as both regions navigate contemporary global challenges.

Description of materials and methods

For this paper which would explore the evolving relationship between India
and the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the Constructivist Theory of
International Relations would be used. The rationale for using the Constructivist
theory is as follows:

- Focus on Identity and Culture: Constructivism emphasizes the importance of
identity, culture, and social constructs in shaping international relations. Given the
historical ties between India and the Caribbean, particularly through migration and
cultural exchange, this theory would allow for an in-depth exploration of how shared
identities and cultural connections influence diplomatic relations.

- Mutual Understanding and Cooperation: Constructivism highlights the role of
collective norms and values. The evolving relationship between India and
CARICOM can be analyzed through the lens of how both regions seek mutual
understanding and cooperation, recognizing their shared challenges and aspirations.



- Dynamic and Evolving Relationships: This theory acknowledges that
international relationships are not fixed but can evolve over time based on
interactions, perceptions, and social contexts. It can provide a framework to examine
how changing geopolitical dynamics, economic needs, and cultural exchanges are
shaping the India-CARICOM relationship.

- Influence of Non-State Actors: Constructivism allows for the consideration of
non-state actors, such as diaspora communities and cultural organizations, which
play a significant role in bridging India and the Caribbean. This perspective can
enrich the analysis of how grassroots movements and social networks contribute to
the diplomatic landscape.

- Policy Implications: By applying Constructivist Theory, the paper can explore
how perceptions and narratives surrounding the India-CARICOM relationship
influence policy decisions on both sides, providing insights into how to foster deeper
cooperation.

In summary, Constructivist Theory is well-suited for examining the evolving
relationship between India and CARICOM as it accounts for the importance of
identity, culture, and the dynamic nature of international interactions.

Results

Recent initiatives

The Prime Minister of India, Narendra Modi, paid an official visit to Guyana
from November 19-21, 2024 (3). It was the second time an Indian Prime Minister
had visited that country since Prime Minister Indira Gandhi visited in October 1968.
Besides his bilateral meetings/events in Guyana, Prime Minister Modi participated
in the second CARICOM/India Summit on November 20 (4). The first summit was
held in New York on the margins of the UN General Assembly in September 2019.
There have been several visits to the CARICOM region by Indian government
officials since 2022. These visits have focused on strengthening diplomatic relations,
fostering economic cooperation, and promoting cultural exchange [1]. Some notable
aspects of these visits include the following:

- High-Level Delegations: Indian officials, including ministers and diplomats,
have made high-profile visits to CARICOM countries to engage in discussions on
bilateral relations, trade, and investment opportunities. These visits often include
meetings with CARICOM leaders to reinforce partnerships and explore areas of
mutual interest.

- Bilateral Agreements: During these visits, Indian officials have sought to sign
and renew various bilateral agreements that facilitate cooperation in sectors such as
agriculture, health care, education, and technology. These agreements aim to
enhance trade relations and provide frameworks for collaboration on development
projects.

- Trade and Investment Promotion: Indian government officials have actively
promoted Indian investments in the Caribbean, focusing on sectors like renewable
energy, pharmaceuticals, and information technology. By engaging with local
businesses and governments, they aim to identify opportunities for joint ventures
and partnerships.



- Cultural Diplomacy Initiatives: Cultural exchange has been a key focus during
these visits. Indian officials have participated in events celebrating Indian festivals
and traditions, fostering a deeper understanding of Indian culture among Caribbean
communities. Initiatives such as the International Day of Yoga have also been
promoted to strengthen people-to-people ties.

- Support for Development Projects: Indian officials have discussed
collaboration on various development projects, including infrastructure
development and capacity building. India has offered technical assistance and
training programs to help Caribbean nations address their specific developmental
needs.

- Addressing Global Challenges: The discussions have also included strategies
to tackle common challenges such as climate change, food security, and economic
resilience. Indian officials have emphasized the importance of working together to
find sustainable solutions to these pressing issues.

- Strengthening Multilateral Relations: Indian visits have often coincided with
participation in regional and international forums, where officials have advocated
for Caribbean interests on global platforms. This engagement reflects India's
commitment to support CARICOM nations in their pursuit of development goals.

Undoubtedly, these visits by Indian government officials to the CARICOM
region since 2022 have significantly contributed to strengthening diplomatic and
economic ties, promoting cultural exchange, and addressing common challenges.
These engagements highlight India's proactive approach to building partnerships
with Caribbean nations and fostering mutual growth [2]. (Morgan 2024).

On the flip side, CARICOM leaders have visited India, such as Prime Minister
of St Vincent and the Grenadines, Dr Ralph Gonsalves, in September 2019;
President of Guyana, Dr Mohamed Irfaan Ali, and President of Suriname, Mr
Chandrikapersad Santokhi, in January 2023; Prime Minister Keith Rowley of
Trinidad and Tobago in May 2024, and Prime Minister of Jamaica, Dr Andrew
Holness, in September/October 2024.There is mutual interest in strengthening
relations between India and CARICOM countries and specifically between India and
Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago, and Suriname. On the face of it, the interest seems to
be particularly between these three major CARICOM states, namely Guyana,
Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago and India. The driving force behind the
strengthening of this relationship more than likely stems from three main areas,
namely the availability of fossil fuels, the relevance of the Indian diaspora and the
increasing influence of India on the global stage.

Fossil fuels (oil). India is a major consumer of energy. It has been pointed out
that India has keen interest in the oil resources in Guyana, as well as in Suriname
and Trinidad and Tobago. Suriname could have resources of 2.4 billion barrels.
Trinidad and Tobago’s resources are now at 241 million barrels. Guyana has 11
billion barrels of removable oil resources and explorations are continuing. US-based
oil company, ExxonMobil, is invested in Guyana’s exploration and production. It is
reported that India wants to import up to two million barrels of oil from Guyana,
seeing it as key to its energy security. Guyana and India signed a memorandum of
understanding to strengthen cooperation in hydrocarbon trade and petroleum



products. Talks between the two will continue, with Indian investors continuing to
show interest in Guyana.

Indian diaspora. In its foreign policy, it appears that India is increasingly
seeing its diaspora as having strategic importance. The Indian High Commission in
Jamaica hosted a diaspora event on January 9, 2023. This event aimed to strengthen
ties with the Indian diaspora in Jamaica and foster community engagement. Other
CARICOM countries have been developing their diaspora policies and many
diaspora events are expected in 2025, especially in Guyana, Trinidad and Tobago
and Suriname. It is not clear how significant the Caribbean diaspora presence in
India actually is, although there are people with Caribbean ancestry living in India.

Increasing India’s influence. India, with a population of 1.4 billion, is now
the world’s fifth largest economy after the United States, China, Japan, and Germany
(EV). Its gross domestic product (GDP) growth in 2024 is projected to be about
seven per cent. India has the potential to be an economic and military superpower
[3]. It wants to increase its influence in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC).
The LAC is the traditional sphere of influence of the USA, and China has also been
making inroads in this region.

Areas of Cooperation between Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and
India

The small states of the CARICOM given their size and location have a very
unique set of problems compared to the rest of the Latin American countries—be it
economic, environmental or energy related. Their limited domestic market makes
these economies reliant on export revenues and their openness to trade makes them
vulnerable to fluctuations of the international markets. Natural disasters and climate
change given their location add a new dimension to their security concerns. These
states have thus learnt to be innovative in order to survive [4].

The Caribbean region has a long history of regional cooperation and efforts
towards the integration of their economies along with attempts to increase their
combined voting power in multilateral organizations. The Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) often claimed as the most viable alternative for substantial regional
progress, came into being by the Treaty of Chaguaramas in Trinidad and Tobago in
July 1973 after attempts at a Caribbean Free Trade Agreement in the 1960s
(CARIFTA). CARICOM comprises 15 members which include Antigua and
Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Montserrat, St.
Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago,
the Bahamas, Haiti and Suriname [5]. It was the result of efforts made to formally
resolve the economic difficulties of the CARICOM member states within the region
and is considered to be one of the most advanced regional institutions in the
developing world. The Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas in 2001 principally gave rise
to an initiative or strategy known as the Caribbean Single Market and Economy
(CSME), which if successful, would eventually integrate all member countries into
a single economic space and allow free movement of goods and services.

India’s relations with the Caribbean countries may be traced back to the early
nineteenth century. From this period till the early part of the twentieth century many
indentured agricultural labourers from different parts of India were transported there



to work in the plantations. With the introduction of sugarcane culture, the economic
prospects of most of the Caribbean countries completely changed. Thus, ethnic
Indians comprise between thirty to forty percent of the population in Guyana,
Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. Other countries in the Caribbean such as
Jamaica and the Bahamas also have smaller percentages of the Indian population.

This means that there already exist strong emotional and cultural links between
India and these Caribbean countries. A nascent market to cater to the demands of the
Indians seeking to preserve their ethnic life-style associated with cuisine and other
cultural artifacts had been created in the Caribbean. The demand for these products
led to a commercial relationship with India even during the inter-war period of the
1920s and 1930s. Indian cinema too became much sought after. With independence
and the establishment of diplomatic relations between India and the newly
independent countries of the Caribbean in the 1960s, bilateral relations grew more
in academics and sports, more importantly, cricket. Trade links were not very
substantial at the time. One of the initial examples of bilateral relations was the
establishment of the Indian Studies “Chair” at the University of the West Indies, St.
Augustine campus in the mid-1960s in Trinidad, a result of the informal dialogue
between Trinidad’s first Prime Minister Eric Williams and India’s Prime Minister
Jawabharlal Nehru [5].

While cultural links were already strong with India, it was only in November
2003 that it was agreed to set up an India-CARICOM Joint Commission during a
CARICOM delegation visit to India. In 2005 the first meeting of India-CARICOM
Foreign Ministers was held at Paramaribo, Suriname while the CARICOM Summit
was on. The First India-CARICOM Economic Forum was held in Port of Spain,
Trinidad and Tobago in August 2005, followed by the first India-Caribbean
Conclave in June 2009. Several areas of cooperation were identified between
CARICOM and India which ranged from socio-economic bilateral issues including
trade, tourism and the fight against AIDS to political ones such as combating
terrorism, the UN development millennium goals and its reform. Some of the main
areas of concern/cooperation may be listed as:

Promotion of trade in goods and services

While the socio-cultural historical links of the Caribbean countries with India
are very important, recent trends have shown that there is a greater potential for
economic links through trade. There is no doubt that China already plays a major
economic role in the Caribbean, but with its growing middle-class India’s population
is likely to surpass that of China by 2030 and it can provide a large market (ECLAC
2011). India’s total trade with Latin America and the Caribbean has averaged 117
million dollars between 2008-2010 while its trade with the CARICOM countries
rose from 85.5 million US dollars in 2003-4 to 1195 million US dollars in 2009-10.

The major export destinations of India and import from the region to India are
the Bahamas, Trinidad and Tobago, Haiti, Jamaica, Suriname, Guyana, and
Barbados. India exports mostly pharmaceutical products, iron and steel, machinery
and instruments to CARICOM. Crude petroleum, gold, metalliferous ores and scrap
are major items that India imports from CARICOM.,



One of the discussion points for services has been the rich possibilities in travel
and tourism. For India, acquiring and renovation of hotels in the CARICOM region,
which is a very popular tourist destination is bound to be fruitful. Investments in
popular Indian style Ayurveda/ Yoga / Wellness centers in these hotels could really
to cater to the rising demand for such services. Instructors can train local
practitioners, which will, in turn, make these centers acceptable.

Investments

India’s foreign direct investment to the Caribbean is also generally on the rise
though it has seen a moderate decline between 2011 and 2017. However, that is
mostly due to the fall in FDI to British Virgin and Cayman Islands, associate
members of CARICOM. Of the total investments to Latin America and the
Caribbean, 70 percent had gone to the British Virgin Islands and the Cayman Islands
alone in 2011, (ECLAC 2011). From April 2011 to November 2017, 46% of the
Indian investments went to British Virgin Islands accounting for the largest share
among the LAC countries. The total investments between April 2011 to November
2017 in the Bahamas mostly in the construction sector was about US$ 163 million.
In the same period, India invested a total amount of about US$ 17.6 million mostly
in agriculture and mining in Guyana. Thus, there is also a change in the sectoral
composition of these investments which have shifted towards agriculture and
mining. For India, the Caribbean is strategically located for entry into the Latin
American market. That is an added advantage that India should not forego.

Financial and technical assistance: India signed a contribution agreement with
the CARICOM Development Fund (CDF) in January 2019, about ten years after its
creation in 2008. India has agreed to grant US$ one million to the CDF’s capital
fund. This makes India a development partner of CARICOM. CDEF’s directive is to
give financial and technical assistance to countries or sectors within the Caribbean
Community in areas such as the development of renewable energy or increasing
energy efficiency; providing physical infrastructure to encourage investments and
trade; encouraging small and medium enterprises and developing human resources.
India had put in a donation of US $ five million to help Haiti reconstruct itself after
the disastrous earthquake of 2010 [5].

In software and information technology, the Indian Technical and Economic
Cooperation Program (ITEC) is one of the prongs of the Development Partnership
Administration established in 2012 in the Ministry of External Affairs, India. The
government of India put in US$ 1.166 million worth of information technology and
communication infrastructure and computer software at the CARICOM Secretariat
in 2005-2006. A few slots for ITEC courses are reserved annually for the CARICOM
members. India can also assist in increasing offshore medical centres,
pharmaceutical manufacturing, including the supply of anti-retroviral drugs for
fighting HIVV/AIDS.

Having the advantage of a sizeable Indian diasporic community in the region
along with the natural complementarities of products for trade with the region, this
IS the right time for closer cooperation and exploring further avenues for interaction
for India—both bilateral and multilateral - based on multiple areas of mutual
interests and concerns with the CARICOM countries.



Technology

Cooperation in technology between India and the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) has grown significantly in recent years, reflecting a mutual interest in
leveraging technological advancements for development, economic growth, and
innovation. India is recognized as a global leader in information technology and
digital services. CARICOM countries have sought to benefit from India's expertise
in this field, particularly in areas like software development, IT services, and digital
infrastructure. Collaborative initiatives aim to enhance the digital capabilities of
Caribbean nations, fostering economic growth and improving public services.

India has also been actively involved in capacity-building programs aimed at
enhancing the skills of the Caribbean workforce in technology-related fields.
Initiatives such as training workshops, seminars, and online courses have been
organized to equip professionals in CARICOM countries with the necessary skills
to thrive in the digital economy. In relation to telecommunications, the Indian
government and private sector companies have shown interest in collaborating with
Caribbean nations to improve telecommunications infrastructure. This includes
enhancing broadband connectivity and mobile services, which are crucial for
economic development and access to information.

There have also been sound E-Governance initiatives between the two regions.
India’s experience in e-governance has been valuable for CARICOM nations
seeking to digitize their public services. Collaborative projects focus on
implementing e-governance solutions that streamline administrative processes,
improve service delivery, and enhance transparency in governance. In the areas of
startups and innovation there is a growing interest in fostering startup ecosystems in
the Caribbean, with India’s vibrant startup culture serving as a model. Initiatives to
promote innovation and entrepreneurship include knowledge-sharing platforms,
mentorship programs, and potential investment opportunities from Indian venture
capitalists.

Collaborative research initiatives in technology and innovation have been
encouraged, particularly in areas such as renewable energy, biotechnology, and
health technology. Joint research projects aim to address specific challenges faced
by Caribbean nations while benefiting from India's technological expertise.

Technology cooperation has also extended to disaster management, an area of
critical importance for Caribbean nations prone to natural disasters. India has shared
its technological advancements in early warning systems, data analytics, and remote
sensing to help CARICOM countries improve their disaster preparedness and
response capabilities. Various bilateral agreements have been signed to formalize
cooperation in technology, including participation in forums that facilitate dialogue
between Indian and CARICOM officials. These platforms allow for the exchange of
best practices and identification of new areas for collaboration. Cooperation in
technology between India and CARICOM is multifaceted, encompassing IT
services, capacity building, telecommunications, e-governance, and innovation. This
partnership not only aims to enhance the technological capabilities of Caribbean
nations but also seeks to foster sustainable development and economic growth in the
region.



Security

India and CARICOM (Caribbean Community) have been strengthening their
cooperation in various areas, including security. While the primary focus has been
on economic cooperation, agriculture, health, and technology, there have been
efforts to enhance security collaboration as well. The CARICOM-India Joint
Commission, established in 2003, has been instrumental in identifying and
promoting areas of cooperation (5). This includes disaster management, which is a
key component of security. Additionally, both parties have engaged in multilateral
forums such as the United Nations and the Commonwealth to address broader
security concerns. In relation to terrorism, India and CARICOM have been working
together to address terrorism and other security threats.

During the 4th India-CARICOM ministerial meeting, they discussed
counterterrorism measures and ways to enhance cooperation in this area. Both sides
recognize the importance of tackling terrorism to ensure regional and global
security. India has also been involved in various bilateral meetings with CARICOM
member states, where counterterrorism has been a key topic. This collaboration is
part of a broader effort to strengthen security ties and address common challenges.
In relation to the cooperation between India and CARICOM in counterterrorism
there have been:

Joint Meetings and Summits: India and CARICOM have held several high-
level meetings to discuss counterterrorism efforts. For instance, the 4th India-
CARICOM ministerial meeting, co-chaired by India's External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and his Jamaican counterpart, focused on counterterrorism among other
issuesl.

Bilateral Meetings: During these summits, India's External Affairs Minister
also held separate bilateral meetings with counterparts from various CARICOM
member states, including Trinidad and Tobago, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Vincent and
Grenadines, Grenada, and Barbados. These meetings discussed expanding
cooperation in counterterrorism, trade, climate change, digital transformation,
health, and agriculture.

Multilateral Forums: Both India and CARICOM engage in multilateral forums
such as the United Nations, the Commonwealth, the Group of 77, and the Non-
Aligned Movement to address broader security concerns, including terrorism.

Development Partnerships: India has been involved in various development
partnerships with CARICOM countries, focusing on areas like digital transformation
and health domains, which indirectly contribute to enhancing security infrastructure.

Training and Capacity Building: India and CARICOM have discussed
cooperation in training and capacity building to strengthen counterterrorism
measures.

These efforts highlight the commitment of both India and CARICOM to work
together in addressing terrorism and enhancing regional security.

Latest Developments and Possibilities for the Future

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi concluded a visit to the Caribbean nations
he has also reinforced a crucial relationship for tactical, strategic, political and
economic reasons. PM Modi has made extensive efforts to reach out to the Caribbean



Community (Caricom) and, in the larger context, the Latin America and Caribbean
(LAC) region (6). On November 20, the heads of fourteen Caricom countries met
Modi in Georgetown, Guyana. It was historic, the first stand-alone meeting between
the heads of government of the two sides convened by a Caricom Member-State.
The engagement is expected to strengthen the relationship in areas such as economic
cooperation, agriculture and food security, health and pharmaceuticals, and science
and innovations. The CARICOM nations last met PM Modi in 2019 on the sidelines
of the 74th Session of the United Nations General Assembly where they discussed
cooperation in renewable energy and climate change through a US$150 million
credit line from India. Modi’s recent visit underlines an important development, as
to date, India’s relations with the community have largely been bilateral with the
individual member states.

The Modi led BJP has a different outlook, they seem to consider the
relationship with the CARICOM nations an important part of their foreign policy.
Foreign minister S Jaishankar has led the initiatives by visiting many of the
CARICOM nations himself. While India has a healthy trade with CARICOM, when
coupled with the Latin American bloc, the trading volume is massive. As a bloc it
would be India’s fifth largest trading partner. Before the American sanctions on
Venezuela, the latter was among the biggest suppliers of oil to India.

Prime Minister Modi during his visit laid the foundation for a strong tie-up with
CARICOM. The second step would be to expand the alliance to the LAC. For the
time being, he laid out seven proposals, collectively forming the acronym C-A-R-I-
C-O-M [6]. They are:

C, for Capacity Building: India will offer 1,000 slots in the Indian Technical
and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program for skill development and technical
training. Additionally, a forensic center will be built to support CARICOM nations.

A, for Agriculture and Food Security: With this proposal, India intends to
enhance cooperation in agricultural development and food security for the Caribbean
region.

R, for Renewable Energy and Climate Change: India has launched initiatives
like the Solar Alliance, Mission LiFe, and the Biofuels Alliance, and has invited
CARICOM nations to join these efforts. PM Modi also proposed to make a
government building solar-powered.

I, for Innovation, Technology and Trade: With India’s UPI payment system
implemented in countries like Singapore, France, and Sri Lanka, Modi proposes that
this initiative could be extended to CARICOM.

C, for Cricket and Culture: Highlighting the cultural bond over cricket between
India and the Caribbean, PM Modi announced plans to train women cricketers from
CARICOM countries in India. Additionally, a film festival showcasing Caribbean
cinema will also be organized.

O, for Ocean Economy: As many CARICOM nations are oceanic, PM Modi
proposed enhancing cooperation in the ocean economy, offering India’s support in
providing passenger and cargo facility.

M, for Medicine and Healthcare: Modi noted India aims to improve healthcare
in CARICOM countries by opening Jan Aushadhi Kendras (affordable medicine



centres), establishing diagnostic centres, providing mobile hospitals, and setting up
food camps for differently-abled individuals. Additionally, sea ambulances will be
made available to support the region’s healthcare needs.

These proposals, while greatly welcomed, must be followed up rigorously by
the CARICOM states. His "seven pillars for co-operation™ plan for the four million
people of CARICOM signals a new awakening for the 15 members of the regional
group, which has been functioning for some 51 years [7].

Is it a replacement of the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) initiated by the US
and now in the scrapyard of history? Or is it that Modi, fresh from a near defeat in
the recent general election, is flexing his muscles to the Indian populace that he
remains the all-powerful Indian leader? This is the first time since its independence
in August 1947 that India has stepped out to the Caribbean and offered such goodies
aimed at development. History would record that during the covid19 pandemic,
Modi donated more than 400,000 doses of vaccine to countries in the region,
including TT. Modi drew smiles when he mentioned cricket and cinema linking
India and the Caribbean, especially T20 cricket, as well as the enhancement of
women’s cricket. He underlined the effectiveness of yoga and suggested that it
become part of the school curriculum and that India would be willing to provide
yoga teachers and trainers. He was exceedingly charitable with his gift bag to
CARICOM but the central challenge is would the regional organization be able to
take up the challenge and get cracking with his offer. This is the first time that India
has made such an offer for the development of the region. In years gone by, India
was noted for its religious and cultural relations with the Caribbean, but with Modi's
"seven pillars for co-operation” plan it has taken on a wider dimension aimed at
boosting Caribbean development and strengthening ties.

President Ramnath Kovind’s visits to Jamaica and Saint Vincent & the
Grenadines in May 2022, was the first visit to the Caribbean island nations by an
Indian Head of State. The visit was important as the Latin America and Caribbean
(LAC) region for the first time emerged as a significant geopolitical pole of the
world. For India, it is attempting to look beyond the traditional trade routes to North
America and Europe. Many economic experts believe that, for the CARICOM
nations, relations with India and other emerging economies in the “Global South”
are extremely important as it could support regional integration and bring sustainable
development solutions. The CARICOM countries are looking at a more diverse set
of relations with new partners to help it achieve its goals of building economic
diversity, strengthen political ties and work with countries on issues of concern such
as climate change and environmental protection, disaster relief, sustainable energy
and energy security among other areas. Prime Minister Modi has emphasized on
partnering with CARICOM countries in capacity building, development assistance
and cooperation in disaster management and resilience [6].

Both sides can also cooperate to build solutions to energy transmission
challenges that may be unique to their respective regions such as transmission of
power over difficult terrain for India and across islands divided by oceans for the
Caribbean countries. A critical problem facing most CARICOM countries is their
dependence on imported fossil fuels for power generation. Adoption of renewable



energy has been limited for reasons including: high initial costs, grid stability issues
and an insufficient understanding of clean energy resources. Another aspect of
cooperation is developing and deployment of smart grid technology. The
CARICOM countries are exploring smart grid technology to enhance their existing
power networks; India also has a Smart Grid Vision and has been taking steps to
implement it through developments in software, technology, and know-how that can
be leveraged to provide power to all its citizens. Additionally, another sector of
collaboration between India and CARICOM countries could be in the smart
mobility. The government of India has set itself an ambitious target to make India a
100% electric vehicle nation by 2030 through more investments in public transport
systems and work towards adopting new mobility solutions. India aims to make a
transport sector that is well connected, energy efficient and less polluting. As the
Caribbean nations work towards building smart cities, smart mobility technology
innovation and research & development provide an opportune area for partnerships.
Given similarities in the challenges that India and the CARICOM countries face and
India’s growing knowledge base, working with each other to build capacity and find
build cost effective solutions to common concerns will further strengthen the
relations [8].

Discussion

Potential obstacles to deeper engagement between India and CARICOM.

1. Deeper engagement between India and CARICOM could face several
obstacles stemming from historical, geopolitical, economic, and logistical factors.
Here are some potential challenges:

Geographical Distance India and CARICOM nations are separated by vast
geographical distances, which can increase the cost and complexity of trade,
transportation, and travel. This could limit frequent physical interactions, cultural
exchange, and business ties.

2. Limited Economic Complementarity

CARICOM economies are relatively small and heavily reliant on sectors like
tourism, agriculture, and natural resources, while India’s economic focus includes
manufacturing, services, and technology. The scope for substantial trade and
investment might be constrained by limited mutual economic complementarities.

3. Institutional and Policy Differences

India’s economic and political systems are vastly different from those in
CARICOM countries, where small economies and differing regulations might make
harmonization difficult. Divergent policy frameworks could complicate bilateral or
multilateral agreements, such as trade pacts or investment treaties.

4. Lack of Awareness and Connectivity

There is limited awareness in India about CARICOM nations, and vice versa.
Direct flights, efficient shipping routes, and digital connectivity are sparse. This lack
of connectivity hampers people-to-people ties, cultural exchange, and tourism.

5. Competition from Other Global Powers

The CARICOM region has strong historical and contemporary ties with
countries like the United States, China, and the European Union, which already have



significant economic and political footprints in the region. India may find it
challenging to carve a niche or compete for influence and trade opportunities.

6. Climate Vulnerability and Economic Fragility

Many CARICOM nations face challenges like hurricanes, rising sea levels, and
economic vulnerability due to their dependence on tourism. This could limit their
capacity to engage in long-term initiatives or investments with India.

7. Diaspora-Driven Engagement

While the Indian diaspora in CARICOM is significant, their influence is largely
cultural and limited in economic and political terms. Over-reliance on diaspora ties
may restrict broader bilateral engagement in other critical areas.

8. Bureaucratic and Diplomatic Capacity

Many CARICOM nations have small bureaucracies, which may not be
equipped to engage deeply with a large and complex partner like India. This could
slow negotiations and the implementation of agreements.

9. Divergent Strategic Priorities

India’s strategic priorities often focus on regions closer to home (e.g., South
Asia, Indo-Pacific), while CARICOM nations prioritize relations with their
immediate neighbors and dominant powers in the Americas. This divergence might
limit sustained high-level engagement.

10. Trade and Investment Barriers

High tariffs, non-tariff barriers, and limited trade agreements between India and
CARICOM hinder robust economic partnerships. The absence of structured trade
facilitation mechanisms reduces the ease of doing business.

Addressing these obstacles would require concerted efforts from both India and
CARICOM to enhance diplomatic dialogue, build infrastructure, and identify
specific areas of mutual benefit for collaboration [8].

Conclusion

The future of India-CARICOM relations looks promising, with several key
areas of cooperation being identified for further development. In relation to
economic cooperation, both parties are focusing on enhancing economic ties, with a
particular emphasis on agriculture, food security, and infrastructure. India has
proposed expanding agri-business and agri-processing, as well as strengthening
transport and logistics support systems. Similarly, for technology and innovation,
there is a strong emphasis on leveraging technology and innovation, including
climate-smart agriculture and digital transformation. India has proposed expanding
the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Program (ITEC) to accommodate
more participants from CARICOM member states [7].

Additionally, cooperation in health and pharmaceuticals is expected to grow,
with initiatives aimed at improving healthcare infrastructure and access to
medicines. Furthermore, India is committed to supporting capacity building in
various sectors, including technical training, skill development, and parliamentary
training. The establishment of a forensic center for CARICOM is also being
considered.



In other areas, both parties are working on renewable energy projects, with
India providing support through credit lines and technical assistance and the cultural
connection between India and CARICOM, particularly through cricket, is being
strengthened. India has proposed training programs for female cricketers from
CARICOM nations. India is looking to enhance cooperation in the maritime sector,
including the supply of passenger and cargo ferries, which would bolster
transportation and trade. Without doubt, these trends highlight the deepening
relationship between India and CARICOM, with a focus on sustainable
development, innovation, and mutual benefit.
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Notes

(1) The Indentured Labour System and India India was the largest source of indentured labor.
Between 1834 and 1917, over 1.5 million Indians were sent abroad. Indian laborers in the system
were often referred to as "Girmitiyas,” derived from the term "agreement.” Their major
destinations included Caribbean nations like Trinidad, Guyana, and Suriname, Fiji and South
Africa. This system ended when it was criticized as a form of "new slavery" because of the
exploitative conditions. Activists, both in India (e.g., Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa) and
abroad, campaigned against it and the practice was officially abolished in British colonies in 1917,
although it had already started declining earlier.

(2) The Caribbean and CARICOM (Caribbean Community) are related but distinct
concepts:

A. The Caribbean. Definition: A geographic region consisting of the Caribbean Sea, its
islands, and the surrounding coasts. It includes a diverse range of countries, territories, and
cultures.

Composition: Over 700 islands, islets, reefs, and cays.

Includes independent countries (e.g., Jamaica, Barbados), overseas territories (e.g., Puerto
Rico, Martinique), and dependencies (e.g., Bermuda, Cayman Islands).

Diversity: Languages: English, Spanish, French, Dutch, and various Creole dialects.

Cultures influenced by African, European, Indigenous, and Asian heritages.

Economy: Dependent on tourism, agriculture (e.g., sugar, bananas), and natural resources
(e.g., oil and minerals in Trinidad and Tobago).


https://tfipost.com/2024/11/india-and-the-caricom
https://tfipost.com/2024/11/india-and-the-caricom
https://newsday.co.tt/2024/11/28/modis-seven...
https://newsday.co.tt/2024/11/28/modis-seven...
https://www.itecgoi.in/index.php.%20Accessed%20on%20December%2010,2024

B. CARICOM (Caribbean Community)

Definition: A political and economic organization that promotes regional integration
and cooperation among its member states in the Caribbean.

Established: 1973 by the Treaty of Chaguaramas.

Goals: Economic integration through the CARICOM Single Market and Economy

(CSME).

Coordinated foreign policy.
Functional cooperation in health, education, and disaster management.
Membership: 15 full members (e.g., Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana), 5

Associate Members (e.g., British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands).

Members are primarily English-speaking, though Haiti (French/Creole-speaking)
and Suriname (Dutch-speaking) are included.
Exclusions: Not all Caribbean nations are members (e.g., Cuba, Puerto Rico).

(3) Before visiting Guyana, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Nigeria and Brazil
as part of a three-nation tour.

Nigeria: This marked the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Nigeria in 17 years. PM
Modi engaged in bilateral talks with Nigerian President Bola Ahmed Tinubu and was honored
with Nigeria’s national award, the Grand Commander of the Order of the Niger. He also interacted
with the Indian community and discussed strengthening bilateral ties.

Brazil: In Rio de Janeiro, Modi attended the G20 Summit, where he held bilateral meetings
with several global leaders, including U.S. President Joe Biden, French President Emmanuel
Macron, and UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer. He highlighted India's achievements in combating
poverty and emphasized solutions for global challenges like food security and energy transition.

Guyana was the final stop on this trip, where Modi co-chaired the India-CARICOM Summit
and engaged in discussions to deepen ties with Caribbean nations.

(4) Significance of the CARICOM/India Summit 2024

First Indian PM Visit in 50 Years: The 2024 summit marks the first visit of an Indian Prime
Minister to Guyana in five decades, highlighting its historical importance.

India's Growing Global Role: It underscores India's outreach to the Global South and its
commitment to fostering partnerships beyond traditional regions like Asia and Europe.

Strategic Partnerships: CARICOM nations benefit from India's expertise in sustainable
development, while India seeks stronger political and economic influence in the Americas.

(5) The CARICOM-India Joint Commission was established in 2003 as a mechanism to
promote and institutionalize cooperation between the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and
India. This commission serves as a formal platform for dialogue and collaboration on matters of
mutual interest, fostering closer ties in political, economic, and cultural spheres. The establishment
of the CARICOM-India Joint Commission highlights India’s recognition of the strategic
importance of the Caribbean region. It reflects a commitment to South-South cooperation and
solidarity, addressing the unique developmental challenges faced by small island developing states
(SIDS) in the region.

(6) Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC):

This refers to the geographical and cultural region comprising countries in Latin America
and the Caribbean. It includes nations from Mexico in the north to Argentina and Chile in the
south, along with the Caribbean islands. The term is frequently used in international relations,
economics, and development studies to address regional issues collectively, such as trade, poverty
alleviation, climate change, and political dynamics.

YH/IICTAH )KXOHE KAPUB KAYBIMJIACTBIFbI (KAPUKOM):
O3APA TYCIHICTIK IIEH BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTBI
APTTBIPY KOJBIHAA
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Anpnarna. byn makanana Yuaicran meH Kapub Tenisi Kaysimaacteirer (CARICOM)
apachIH/Iarbl J1aMbIll KeJie KaTKaH KapbIM-KaTblHACTap 3€pTTENil, Te3 e3repeTiH >kahaHIbIK
nanamadTTa KeOipeK TYCIHICTIK MeH BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK KaKeT eKeH Iiri 6aca aifteutran. Exi aliMak
Ta YKOHOMHUKAHBI 9pTapanTaHablpy, KIUMATTIH ©3repyl, Kayllci3IiKk Macenenepi KkoHe MoJICHU
aJIMacy CHUSKTBI MOceleNep/i HICHIN JKaTKAaHABIKTaH, KY)XXaT KOHCTPYKTHUBHUCTIK KO3KapacThl
YCTaHabl KOHE OJIAPJIbIH CEPIKTECTITIHIH HETi31H KYPaWThIH TapuxXu OailyIaHBICTAp MEH OpTaK
KYHABUIBIKTApABl Kepcereni. On cayna, TexHouorus, OimiM Oepy, Kayinci3Iik >KOHE TYpPaKThI
JamMyJbl KOca alfaH/a, 9JEyeTTlI BIHTBIMAKTACTHIKTHIH HETi3r1 OarbITTapblH, COHJai-akK e3apa
opeKeTTecy/l  TepeHJAeTyre Kelepri KeNnTIpeTiH KeIepriuiepli JKOAbl  KapacThIpasbl.
JunnomatusuiblK 0actaMasapibl, €KDKAKThl KeJliciMaep/l oHe OyKapasblK ajMacysapabl KaH-
JKaKTHI TaNAay apKeuibl Oyt 3eprrey YHaicran MEH KAPUKOM apacbiaarbl KapbIM-KaThIHACTHI
HBIFAlTY OOMBIHIIIA TUIMII YChIHBICTAp Oepyre OarbITTanFan. Caliblll KereHe, Makaitaaa e3apa
0aliJIaHBICTHI QJIEM/IE ©3apa 6Cy MEH OMIpIICH IIKKE BIKITAJ €Ty YIIiH eKi allMaKThIH Oiperei Kymri
JKaKTapblH Mai1aJaHaThlH CTPATETUSIIBIK CEPIKTECTIK Typasibl Al ThLIAIbI.

Tipek ce3nep: KAPUKOM, cayma, BIHTBIMAKTaCTHIK, kahaHIBIK CHIH-KaTepIep,
CTpaTErHsUIbIK OPINTECTIK, JUMIOMATHSIIBIK OacTamanap, KayHIICI3/iK, TYPaKThl JaMy

NHAUA N KAPUBCKOE COOBILIECTBO (KAPUKOM): HA IYTHU K
BOJIBHLIEMY B3AUMOIIOHUMAHUIO U COTPYJHUYECTBY
*Parxynar Maxa6up®, Kepon "anmar?
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AHHOTOAuMsi. B 3TOl crarbe paccMaTpUBAIOTCS Pa3BUBAIOIIMECS OTHOLIECHUS MEXKIY
Wnaueit u Kapubckum coodmectsom (KAPMKOM), nonyepkuBaercs HE0OX0JUMOCTh OOJIBILIETO
B3aMMOIMOHMMAHUS W COTPYJHUYECTBA B YCIOBHSAX OBICTPO MEHSIOMIETOCs TI00albHOTO
naumadTa. [lockonbky 00a pernoHa CTAIKMBAIOTCS C TAKMMH BBI30BaMHU, KaK TUBEPCUDUKAIUS
HYKOHOMHUKH, U3MEHEHHE KIIMMaTa, BOMPOCHI 0€30MaCHOCTH U KYJIbTYPHOTO OOMEHa, B TOKYMEHTE
UCIIOJIB3YETCSl KOHCTPYKTHBUCTCKHUM MOIX0J U MOAUYEPKUBAIOTCS UCTOPUYECKUE CBSI3M U 00IIIHE
LIEHHOCTH, KOTOPBIE COCTABIISIIOT OCHOBY MX MapTHEpCTBa. B HEM paccMaTpuBarOTCS KIFOUEBbBIE
00JIaCTH TIOTEHIIMATBLHOTO COTPYAHUYECTBA, BKJIOYAs TOPTOBIIO, TEXHOJIOTHH, 00pa3oBaHHE,
0e30MacHOCTh M YCTOWYMBOE pa3BUTHE, a TakKe pPacCMaTPUBAIOTCS MPEMATCTBHS,
IpensTCTByIoNMe Oojee riIyOOKOMY B3aUMOJIEHCTBUIO. DTO HUCCIIEOBaHHE, OCHOBAaHHOE Ha
BCECTOPOHHEM aHallM3€ JUILIOMATHUYECKUX WHUIIMATUB, IBYCTOPOHHUX COTJIANICHUNH U OOMEHOB
MHEHHUSIMH Ha HU30BOM YPOBHE, IPU3BAHO JaTh MPAKTHYECKHE PEKOMEHIAIUU TI0 YKPEIIJICHUIO
otHomeHud mexay HMuameit m KAPUMKOM. B koHeyHOM cuyeTre, B CTaTb€ T'OBOPUTCA O
CTpPaTeTUYECKOM TIApTHEPCTBE, KOTOPOE WCIIONB3YeT YHUKAIbHBIE MPEUMYIIECTBA 000X
PErMOHOB /ISl COJIEUCTBHS B3AUMHOMY POCTY M YCTOMYMBOCTH BO B3aMMOCBSI3aHHOM MUPE.

KiroueBbie ciaoBa: KAPUKOM, Ttoprosnsi, COTpyAHUYECTBO, TI00aJbHBIE BBI30BHI,
CTpaTernyecKoe MapTHEPCTBO, MUIIJIOMATHYECKHE WHHUIMATHUBBI, OE30MaCHOCTh, YCTOMYMBOE
pa3BUTHE
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