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Abstract. The expansion of Korean Studies beyond the Korean Peninsula
has contributed to the growing development of Korean language education
and Korean Studies programs in many regions of the world, including Central
Asia. While previous studies have examined Korean Studies in Central Asia
more broadly, the institutional development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan
has received limited scholarly attention. This article examines the current state
of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan and identifies the key factors supporting its
development within the country’s higher education system.

The study is based on the analysis of university documents, educational
programs, institutional reports, academic mobility materials, and information
available on official university websites. The research focuses on the major
universities involved in Korean Studies education and examines educational
programs, human resources, international cooperation, and academic mobility.

The findings demonstrate that Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan has evolved
into a relatively stable academic field supported by a network of university-
based centers. Its development is sustained through the interaction of educational
programs, faculty development, international partnerships, and academic
mobility initiatives. The study identifies the principal institutions involved in
Korean Studies and highlights the role of cooperation with Korean universities
and organizations in strengthening the field.

The scientific significance of the article lies in providing a systematized
analysis of the institutional development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan and
in identifying the main factors contributing to its sustainability. The practical
significance of the study is related to the possibility of using its findings for
the further development of educational programs, academic partnerships, and
international cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and the Republic of Korea.
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Introduction

The internationalization of Korean Studies has become an increasingly
important feature of contemporary higher education over the past three
decades. Supported by academic cooperation, educational mobility, and cultural
diplomacy initiatives, Korean Studies programs have expanded beyond East
Asia and established a growing presence across diverse world regions. Recent
scholarship suggests that overseas Korean Studies has evolved from a narrowly
defined area studies field into a broader platform for international academic
exchange, educational cooperation, and cross-cultural engagement [1; 2]. Among
the regions where this development has been particularly dynamic, Central Asia
occupies a distinctive position due to its historical connections with Korea, the
presence of Koryo-saram communities, and the expanding educational, cultural,
and economic ties between the Republic of Korea and Central Asian states [2; 3].
As a result, Korean Studies in Central Asia has developed through a network of
university-based programs and transnational academic partnerships that support
language education, academic mobility, and international cooperation.

Several studies have examined the development of Korean Studies in
Central Asia, focusing on its institutional foundations, educational functions,
and international dimensions. Existing research has highlighted the growing role
of Korean language education, academic mobility, international partnerships,
and cultural diplomacy in supporting the expansion of Korean Studies across
the region [1-4]. Scholars have also emphasized the importance of curriculum
development, faculty training, and interdisciplinary approaches for strengthening
Korean Studies programs in Central Asian universities [1; 2]. More recent studies
have situated overseas Korean Studies within broader discussions of global
citizenship education and international academic cooperation, pointing to both
the achievements and structural challenges of the field [2—4].

Despite these contributions, an important research gap remains, the
existing literature has primarily examined Korean Studies at the regional level,
treating Central Asia as a relatively unified educational space. Consequently, the
institutional trajectories of individual countries remain insufficiently explored. In
particular, the development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan has received limited
scholarly attention, despite the expansion of university-based programs, academic
mobility initiatives, and cooperation with Korean educational organizations. This
gap highlights the need for a focused analysis of the institutional mechanisms
that have shaped the development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan.

Central Asia occupies a distinctive position within the global landscape of
Korean Studies. Unlike many regions where interest in Korea emerged primarily
through the expansion of contemporary Korean popular culture, the development
of Korean Studies in Central Asia has been shaped by a combination of historical
and educational factors. The presence of Koryo-saram communities provided
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an important foundation for Korea-related education and cultural exchange,
while the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Republic of Korea
and the newly independent Central Asian states in the early 1990s created new
opportunities for educational cooperation, academic exchange, and institutional
partnerships. These historical and institutional conditions contributed to the
emergence of Korean Studies as an increasingly visible component of higher
education across the region.

Despite the growing body of scholarship on Korean Studies in Central Asia,
existing research remains unevenly distributed across the region. Most studies
have focused on Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, where Korean Studies programs are
more extensive and institutionally established and where long-term cooperation
with Korean governmental and academic organizations has supported their
development [1; 2; 4]. The existing literature has primarily examined Korean
language education, curriculum development, academic mobility, cultural
exchange, and the activities of major universities, contributing significantly to
our understanding of regional trends in Korean Studies [1-4].

However, the institutional development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan
has received comparatively limited scholarly attention. Although Kyrgyzstan is
regularly included in broader regional surveys, its Korean Studies infrastructure
hasrarely been examined as an independent object of analysis [ 1; 4]. Consequently,
the historical evolution, organizational structure, educational programs,
international partnerships, and institutional mechanisms supporting Korean
Studies in Kyrgyzstan remain insufficiently documented in the international
literature. This gap underscores the need for a focused examination of how
Korean Studies has been institutionalized within Kyrgyzstan’s higher education
system and what factors have contributed to its development.

To address this research gap, this article examines the development of
Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan from the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Kyrgyzstan and the Republic of Korea to the present. It seeks to answer
two interrelated questions: how has Korean Studies been institutionalized within
Kyrgyzstan’s higher education system, and what mechanisms have supported
its development? Drawing upon university documents, educational programs,
institutional reports, academic mobility materials, and official university
information, the study analyzes the institutional landscape of Korean Studies,
its educational infrastructure, and the role of academic mobility, international
cooperation, and university partnerships in sustaining the field.

The contribution of this study is twofold. By focusing on a comparatively
underexplored case, the article contributes to the literature on Korean Studies in
Central Asia in two ways. First, it provides a systematic overview of the principal
institutions involved in Korean Studies education in Kyrgyzstan. Second, it
identifies the institutional mechanisms that have facilitated the development
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of Korean Studies and examines how transnational academic networks have
contributed to its expansion and sustainability. In doing so, the article offers a
broader understanding of the diverse trajectories through which Korean Studies
has developed across Central Asia.

Description of Materials and Methods

This study examines the development and current state of Korean Studies in
Kyrgyzstan through the analysis of institutional and educational materials collected
within the framework of the international research project “Establishment of a
Database and Utilization Platform for the Humanities Topography of the Korean
Studies Belt in Central Asia,” supported by the Academy of Korean Studies
(AKS). The research focuses on higher education institutions in Kyrgyzstan
where Korean language instruction, Korean Studies programs, or Korea-related
academic activities are currently represented. The selected universities include
institutions with identifiable Korean-language education, specialized academic
units or programs, and documented international cooperation or academic
mobility related to Korean Studies.

The empirical materials include official university websites, educational
programs, curriculum documents, graduate competency models, competency
matrices, working curricula, faculty and departmental documentation, faculty
information, academic mobility records, institutional reports, cooperation
agreements, official institutional news materials and other publicly available
documents. Particular attention was given to universities identified as major
centers of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan, including Kyrgyz National University
named after J. Balasagyn, Bishkek State University named after K. Karasaev,
Osh State University, Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University, Kyrgyz State University
named after I. Arabaev, and several additional institutions involved in Korean
language education and academic cooperation. The documentary corpus was
initially compiled in December 2025 and subsequently expanded and verified
through additional documentary collection and institutional updates completed
in March 2026.

Methodologically, the study applies qualitative document analysis and
institutional mapping. The analysis focuses on four dimensions that reflect the
development of Korean Studies within higher education: educational programs,
faculty resources, academic mobility, and international cooperation. The
documentary materials were organized and compared according to indicators
including program level and disciplinary profile, faculty composition, documented
academic mobility activities, and institutional partnerships and cooperation
arrangements. These indicators were selected because they capture both the
organizational capacity of Korean Studies programs and their integration into
broader national and international academic networks. Together, they make it
possible to examine not only the presence of Korean Studies within individual
universities but also the mechanisms through which the field has been sustained
and expanded in Kyrgyzstan.
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The study does not seek to provide a complete statistical census of Korean
Studies in the country. The availability, format, and level of detail of institutional
information vary considerably across universities. While some institutions provide
detailed data on educational programs, student numbers, academic mobility,
and faculty composition, others publish only limited information. Therefore,
the analysis is based on verified information obtained from official institutional
sources and supplementary project materials. Because the study relied primarily
on publicly available institutional documentation, access to complete internal
university records was not available, and some institutional information was not
publicly available for all universities. The purpose of the study is to reconstruct
the current institutional landscape of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan rather than to
evaluate or rank individual universities.

The analytical framework is informed by recent scholarship on overseas
Korean Studies and Korean Studies education, particularly studies examining
the development of Korean Studies in Central Asia and other regions outside
the Korean Peninsula [1-4]. Building upon this literature, the present study
approaches Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan as an institutional field shaped by the
interaction of educational programs, human resources, academic mobility, and
international cooperation. The Kyrgyzstani case is therefore examined as part of
the broader expansion of overseas Korean Studies and the institutional processes
that have supported its development beyond the Korean Peninsula.

Results

Main Centers of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan

Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan has developed through a decentralized
institutional structure rather than around a single national center. Korean language
education and Korea-related academic activities are currently represented
across a network of universities that differ in size, organizational profile, and
academic specialization. As of the 2024-2025 academic year, Korean language
instruction and elements of Korean Studies education were represented in at least
six universities located in both Bishkek and the southern regions of the country.
This network includes national and state universities, an intergovernmental
university, and a technological university, as well as institutions with pedagogical
and regional educational profiles, reflecting the diverse institutional pathways
through which Korean Studies has become integrated into Kyrgyzstan’s higher
education system.

The analysis identified Korean Studies-related activities at Kyrgyz National
University named after J. Balasagyn, Bishkek State University named after K.
Karasaev, Osh State University, Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University, Kyrgyz State
University named after I. Arabaev, and Osh Technological University named
after M. M. Adyshev.

The institutional structure of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan reflects the
broader diversification of the country’s higher education system following
independence. Korean language education and Korea-related academic activities
have been incorporated into a variety of academic units, including departments
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of Oriental Studies, international relations, foreign languages, linguistics, and
regional studies. At Bishkek State University, Korean Studies is organized
through a specialized Department of Korean Philology, established in 1991
and constituted as an independent unit in 1996, whereas at Osh Technological
University Korean language education is integrated into Regional Studies and
International Relations programs and supported through a King Sejong Institute.
As aresult, Korean Studies has developed across multiple organizational settings,
allowing the field to expand within universities with different educational profiles
and academic missions.

A notable feature of the Kyrgyzstani case is the coexistence of different
organizational models of Korean Studies. While some universities maintain
relatively well-established programs within faculties of Oriental Studies, others
incorporate Korean language instruction into broader curricula in international
relations, foreign languages, linguistics, or regional studies. Kyrgyz-Russian
Slavic University illustrates another institutional trajectory: its Korean Language
and Culture Center, established in 2001 with support from the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea, was formally reorganized as the Sector of Korean Language
and Culture in 2025. Kyrgyz State University named after 1. Arabaev, by contrast,
incorporates Korean language into a pedagogically oriented model focused on
the preparation of teachers, linguists, and translators. This diversity suggests
that Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan has expanded through adaptation to existing
university structures rather than through the creation of specialized national
centers. Despite these organizational differences, Korean language education
remains the core component of Korean Studies activities across all examined
universities and serves as the principal foundation for further academic, cultural,
and international engagement.

International cooperation and academic mobility are common features
across most Korean Studies programs in Kyrgyzstan and constitute important
mechanisms supporting their development. Theirrole in sustaining Korean Studies
and strengthening connections between Kyrgyzstani and Korean institutions is
examined in greater detail in the following sections.

At the same time, universities differ in the scope of their educational
activities, organizational structures, faculty capacity, academic mobility
opportunities, and the availability of graduate-level programs. Master’s-level
training is available at Kyrgyz National University, Bishkek State University,
and Osh State University, whereas Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University and Osh
Technological University do not offer graduate-level Korean Studies programs,
and Korean at Kyrgyz State University named after I. Arabaev remains integrated
into broader linguistic and pedagogical trajectories. These differences reflect
the diverse trajectories through which Korean Studies has evolved within
Kyrgyzstan’s higher education system and illustrate varying levels of institutional
development across universities. Nevertheless, the presence of Korean language
instruction and sustained international cooperation across multiple institutions
suggests that Korean Studies has become an established, though decentralized,
component of Kyrgyzstan’s higher education landscape.
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Based on the analysis of institutional materials, three universities currently
represent the leading centers of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan: Kyrgyz National
University named after J. Balasagyn (KNU), Bishkek State University named
after K. Karasaev (BSU), and Osh State University (OshSU). These institutions
demonstrate the most developed Korean Studies infrastructure among the
universities examined in this study, combining established educational programs,
academic mobility opportunities, graduate-level training, and sustained
cooperation with Korean partner institutions. Their leading position is also
reflected in the scale of their educational activity: KNU reports approximately
230 undergraduate students, 10 master’s students, and around 100 additional
students studying Korean as a second foreign language; BSU reports more than
200 undergraduate and master’s students and approximately 80 second-language
learners; and OshSU reports approximately 192 undergraduate and master’s
students, with around 30 additional students studying Korean as a second foreign
language. As a result, they play a central role in the development of Korean
Studies within Kyrgyzstan’s higher education system.

Kyrgyz National University named after J. Balasagyn (KNU) represents one
of the principal centers of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan. Korean Studies-related
education is conducted within the Faculty of International Relations and Oriental
Studies, where Korean language, regional studies, and East Asian studies are
incorporated into broader Oriental Studies programs [6]. The Korean-language
track is embedded in a formal educational structure based on the main educational
program, graduate model, competency matrix, and working curriculum, and
includes practical Korean language, country-studies disciplines, and professional
training for future Oriental Studies specialists. The university provides both
undergraduate and graduate-level training and maintains extensive cooperation
with Korean partner institutions through academic mobility, exchange programs,
and joint educational initiatives [6]. Its staffing structure includes seven instructors,
comprising four local specialists and three instructors from the Republic of
Korea. A distinctive feature of KNU is the integration of Korean Studies into a
broader framework of international academic cooperation. Available institutional
materials indicate active participation in exchange programs, language training
opportunities, international educational projects, and cooperation with Korean
universities and educational organizations [6]. These activities include the KF
Global e-School project in 2025 and academic exchanges with Hanbat National
University, Paichai University, and Keimyung University. As a result, Korean
Studies activities at KNU extend beyond language instruction and function as
part of a wider network of academic, cultural, and institutional engagement with
the Republic of Korea.

Bishkek State University named after K. Karasaev (BSU) represents
one of the oldest and most specialized centers of Korean language education
in Kyrgyzstan. The Department of Korean Philology, established during the
early years of Kyrgyzstan’s independence, has played a significant role in the
training of Korean language specialists, translators, and future educators [7]. The
department was established in 1991 and became an independent institutional
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unit in 1996. It provides bachelor’s and master’s-level education in Linguistics
and Oriental Studies and African Studies, with Korean as the principal language
and courses in Korean history, culture, literature, economy, foreign policy, and
religion. Unlike programs that incorporate Korean Studies into broader Oriental
Studies curricula, BSU has developed a more specialized philological orientation
centered on language instruction and linguistic training.

At the same time, Korean Studies activities at BSU extend beyond language
education and include cultural programs, academic exchanges, and cooperation
with Korean educational institutions [7]. Long-term partnerships with Korean
universities and organizations have contributed to the continuity of educational
activities and supported the institutional development of Korean Studies at the
university. In the 2024-2025 academic year, 17 BSU students studied in the
Republic of Korea as part of the university’s international mobility activities.
Cooperation with Hanbat National University includes academic exchange and
discussion of short-term and 2+2 formats, while a memorandum with Daegu
Haany University was signed in September 2025 to support academic and
research exchanges, joint educational programs, and faculty development. As a
result, BSU occupies an important position in the preparation of human resources
for Korean language education and Korea-related professional activities in
Kyrgyzstan.

Osh State University (OshSU) serves as the principal center of Korean
Studies in southern Kyrgyzstan and represents an important example of the
geographical expansion of Korean Studies beyond the capital city. Korean
language education is integrated into the activities of the Institute of Oriental
Studies, where Korea-related courses form part of broader Oriental Studies
programs [8]. Training is provided within program «530900, Oriental Studies
and African Studies», which combines eastern-language education with regional
studies and includes both undergraduate and graduate-level trajectories. The
university offers both undergraduate and graduate-level education and maintains
cooperation with Korean universities, educational organizations, and language
centers [8]. Its Korean Studies-related staff includes five instructors, four local
specialists and one instructor from the Republic of Korea, and the university
maintains cooperation agreements with Ansan University, Chungcheong
University, Konkuk University, Paichai University, and Hanbat National
University for the 2024-2029 period.

A distinctive feature of OshSU is its role in extending access to Korean
Studies education to students outside Bishkek. The development of Korean Studies
at OshSU demonstrates that the institutionalization of the field in Kyrgyzstan has
not been confined to the country’s principal academic centers but has also taken
place at the regional level. The university also maintains a Center of Korean
Language and Culture, reinforcing the institutional presence of Korean Studies
beyond the degree program itself. Through educational programs, academic
mobility opportunities, and international partnerships, OshSU contributes to the
formation of human resources and the strengthening of academic cooperation
between southern Kyrgyzstan and the Republic of Korea [8].
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Taken together, these universities constitute the principal institutional nodes
of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan and illustrate the diverse pathways through which
the field has been institutionalized within the country’s higher education system.
While KNU functions as a major center of international academic cooperation,
BSU has developed a specialized profile in Korean language and philological
training, and OshSU plays a key role in extending Korean Studies beyond the
capital city. Collectively, these institutions provide the strongest evidence of
sustained educational activity, academic mobility, and international cooperation
and have contributed significantly to the consolidation of Korean Studies as an
established field within Kyrgyzstan’s higher education landscape.

Additional Institutional Platforms

In addition to the leading centers discussed above, Korean language
education and Korean Studies-related activities are also represented in several
other higher education institutions in Kyrgyzstan. These include Kyrgyz-
Russian Slavic University (KRSU), Kyrgyz State University named after .
Arabaev (KSU), and Osh Technological University named after M. M. Adyshev
(OshTU). Although these institutions generally operate on a smaller scale than
the leading centers of Korean Studies, they contribute to the broader institutional
diversification of the field by expanding access to Korean language education
and Korea-related academic activities across different educational settings. Each
institution represents a distinct organizational pathway: KRSU integrates Korean
Studies within an intergovernmental university through the Sector of Korean
Language and Culture; KSU develops Korean language education within teacher
training and linguistics; and OshTU combines Korean language education with
Regional Studies and International Relations through the activities of the King
Sejong Institute.

The available materials indicate a continuing interest in Korean language
education and academic cooperation with the Republic of Korea across these
institutions. In most cases, Korean language instruction is incorporated into
broader programs in foreign languages, international relations, Oriental Studies,
linguistics, or regional studies rather than being organized as an independent
academic specialization. At KRSU, Korean is taught within International
Relations, Linguistics, and Translation Studies, while OshTU offers Korean
language within the bachelor’s program in Regional Studies (East Asia profile)
and bachelor’s and master’s programs in International Relations. At KSU named
after 1. Arabaev, Korean language instruction is integrated into linguistics and
foreign-language teacher education, with an emphasis on the preparation of
teachers and translators rather than an autonomous Korean Studies degree. This
pattern demonstrates the flexibility of Korean Studies within Kyrgyzstan’s higher
education system and its capacity to develop within universities with diverse
academic profiles and organizational structures.

At the same time, differences in institutional resources, program structures,
reporting practices, and the availability of publicly accessible information limit the
possibility of systematic comparison across universities. Available institutional
documentation also demonstrates considerable variation in organizational
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capacity. KRSU maintains a dedicated Sector of Korean Language and Culture,
originally established as the Korean Language and Culture Center in 2001 and
reorganized in 2025; OshTU operates through the King Sejong Institute and
broader international cooperation initiatives; while KSU named after 1. Arabaev
develops Korean language education primarily within its Institute of World
Languages and International Relations. As a result, the present study focuses
on identifying major institutional patterns rather than evaluating the relative
performance of individual institutions.

Taken together, these universities complement the activities of the leading
centers and contribute to the broader geographical distribution of Korean
Studies within Kyrgyzstan. Their presence demonstrates that Korean language
education and Korea-related academic activities have expanded beyond the
country’s principal academic institutions and have become embedded within a
wider network of higher education organizations. Although their scale differs
from that of KNU, BSU, and OshSU, these institutions broaden the institutional
base of Korean Studies by extending Korea-related education into multilingual,
pedagogical, technological, and professionally oriented university environments,
thereby reinforcing the decentralized character of Korean Studies development
in Kyrgyzstan.

Discussion

Institutional Foundations of Korean Studies

Educational programs constitute a key institutional foundation for the
development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan. The analysis demonstrates that
Korean Studies has been incorporated into a variety of academic programs,
including Oriental Studies, regional studies, foreign language education,
linguistics, and international relations. Rather than developing as a separate
academicdiscipline, Korean Studies has expanded through integration into existing
educational structures, allowing universities with different profiles to incorporate
Korea-related teaching and training activities. This institutional pattern is evident
across the examined universities: Korean Studies is embedded within Oriental
Studies at Kyrgyz National University and Osh State University, within Korean
Philology and Linguistics at Bishkek State University, within teacher education
and linguistics at Kyrgyz State University named after 1. Arabaev, and within
Regional Studies and International Relations at Osh Technological University.

Despite differences in organizational arrangements, Korean language
instruction remains the central component of Korean Studies education across all
examined institutions. It serves as the primary entry point for student engagement
with Korea-related studies and provides the foundation for subsequent academic,
cultural, and professional activities associated with the field. The prominence of
language training across universities suggests that the development of Korean
Studies in Kyrgyzstan has been closely associated with practical educational
engagement with the Republic of Korea and the growing demand for Korean
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language education. Even where autonomous Korean Studies departments are
absent, Korean language is systematically incorporated into broader educational
trajectories through state-regulated educational programs, graduate competency
models, and curriculum frameworks, ensuring continuity of Korea-related
education across diverse institutional settings.

Another important characteristic of Korean Studies development in
Kyrgyzstan is the gradual diversification of educational programs. While
language training remains the central element of most curricula, universities
increasingly offer courses related to Korean culture, history, society, intercultural
communication, regional studies, and contemporary Korea [1; 3]. This trend
indicates that Korean Studies education is gradually expanding beyond language
instruction and incorporating broader area studies components. As a result,
educational programs increasingly combine linguistic training with knowledge of
Korean society, culture, and regional affairs, reflecting the growing institutional
maturity of Korean Studies within Kyrgyzstan’s higher education system. The
findings further demonstrate that this diversification follows different institutional
trajectories: while BSU has developed a specialized philological model centered
on Korean language and Korea-related disciplines, KNU and OshSU integrate
Korean Studies into broader Oriental Studies curricula that combine language
education with regional expertise and professional preparation.

Graduate-level education has also become an important component of
Korean Studies infrastructure in Kyrgyzstan. Available institutional materials
indicate that master’s-level programs and advanced training opportunities have
been established in several leading universities, particularly within Oriental
Studies and related fields [6—8]. The concentration of graduate education in Kyrgyz
National University, Bishkek State University, and Osh State University further
distinguishes these institutions from universities where Korean language remains
integrated into broader undergraduate linguistic or international studies programs.
The emergence of graduate education reflects a higher degree of institutional
development, as it enables universities not only to provide language instruction
but also to support the training of future teachers, translators, researchers, and
specialists with advanced expertise in Korea-related studies.

In this respect, graduate programs contribute to the long-term sustainability
of Korean Studies by strengthening local academic capacity and supporting the
reproduction of human resources within the field. Their presence suggests that
Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan has gradually moved beyond introductory language
education toward more advanced forms of academic and professional training.

Faculty resources constitute another important dimension of Korean Studies
development in Kyrgyzstan. The examined universities demonstrate different
levels of staffing capacity, with Korean language instruction being provided by
both local specialists and visiting instructors from the Republic of Korea. The
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combination of locally trained academic personnel and international educational
cooperation has played an important role in maintaining the continuity, quality,
and institutional stability of Korean Studies programs. The leading Korean Studies
centers illustrate this pattern through mixed staffing models that combine local
faculty with instructors from the Republic of Korea, whereas smaller institutional
platforms generally rely on more limited teaching capacity integrated into broader
academic units.

The availability of qualified faculty members remains one of the key
factors shaping differences among universities. Variations in staffing capacity
influence the scope of educational programs, the availability of graduate-level
training, participation in academic mobility initiatives, and opportunities for
international cooperation. In this respect, human resources represent not only an
educational asset but also an important indicator of the institutional development
of Korean Studies within Kyrgyzstan’s higher education system [1; 4]. The
report also indicates that faculty development has been supported through
overseas training, professional development programs, visiting instructors,
and long-term cooperation with Korean partner universities and organizations,
demonstrating that staffing capacity has evolved through sustained international
collaboration rather than exclusively through domestic institutional resources.
These findings are consistent with previous studies emphasizing the importance
of curriculum development, faculty capacity, and educational infrastructure for
the institutionalization of Korean Studies outside the Korean Peninsula [1-4].
At the same time, the Kyrgyzstani case demonstrates that these processes may
develop through multiple organizational models rather than a single institutional
pathway.

Academic mobility has become one of the most important mechanisms
supporting the development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan. Institutional
materials indicate that cooperation with wuniversities and educational
organizations in the Republic of Korea has created opportunities for student
exchanges, language training, short-term study visits, scholarship programs,
and graduate education [6—11]. Through these activities, students gain access to
educational experiences that extend beyond the domestic university environment
and strengthen their linguistic, academic, and professional competencies. The
analysis further demonstrates that mobility opportunities are supported through
multiple institutional formats, including semester exchanges, summer schools,
joint educational projects, and scholarship-based study programs implemented
through long-term university partnerships.

Academic mobility functions not only as an educational instrument but
also as an important mechanism of institutional development. By facilitating
knowledge exchange, strengthening international academic networks, and
supporting long-term cooperation between Kyrgyzstani and Korean universities,
mobility programs contribute to the sustainability and continued expansion of
Korean Studies within the country. Documentary evidence further indicates that
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mobility is embedded within formal inter-university agreements and institutional
cooperation frameworks rather than operating as isolated student initiatives,
reinforcing its role as a stable component of Korean Studies infrastructure.

The most active mobility initiatives are concentrated in the leading
Korean Studies centers, particularly Kyrgyz National University named after J.
Balasagyn, Bishkek State University named after K. Karasaev, and Osh State
University [6—8]. These universities maintain partnerships with Korean higher
education institutions and regularly participate in exchange programs, language
internships, summer schools, and other forms of educational cooperation. The
evidence suggests that universities with stronger international partnerships
generally provide broader mobility opportunities and maintain closer academic
links with Korean partner institutions. As a result, academic mobility has become
closely associated with the broader institutional development of Korean Studies
programs. The findings also indicate that these universities maintain sustained
cooperation with multiple Korean partner institutions rather than relying on single
bilateral relationships, thereby creating more stable and diversified opportunities
for student and faculty mobility.

Academic mobility also contributes to the development of local academic
capacity. Students and graduates who participate in educational programs in
the Republic of Korea acquire advanced language proficiency, professional
competencies, and international experience that may subsequently be applied
in education, translation, business, public administration, and international
cooperation. In this respect, mobility programs contribute not only to individual
educational advancement but also to the formation of future educators, researchers,
translators, and specialists capable of supporting the continued development
of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan. The analysis further suggests that mobility
supports the long-term reproduction of academic capacity by strengthening
professional qualifications and expanding the pool of locally trained specialists
able to participate in teaching, translation, and internationally oriented educational
activities.

At the same time, the scale and intensity of academic mobility vary
considerably across institutions. Universities with long-established international
partnerships generally demonstrate broader mobility opportunities, whereas
smaller programs remain more dependent on external support and project-based
cooperation. These differences reflect broader variations in institutional capacity
and international connectivity across Korean Studies programs in Kyrgyzstan.
This variation is consistent with broader differences in graduate-level provision,
staffing capacity, and the institutionalization of international cooperation observed
across the examined universities, indicating that academic mobility develops
most successfully where these organizational resources reinforce one another.

Nevertheless, the available evidence suggests that academic mobility has
become one of the principal mechanisms supporting the institutionalization of
Korean Studies within the country. By strengthening international cooperation,
expanding academic networks, and contributing to the development of local
expertise, mobility programs have played an important role in the long-term
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sustainability and growth of Korean Studies within Kyrgyzstan’s higher education
system. This observation supports previous research identifying academic
mobility as a central mechanism in the development of overseas Korean Studies
[2—4], while demonstrating that its institutional effects depend on the broader
interaction of graduate education, staffing capacity, and long-term university
partnerships.

International cooperation represents one of the principal foundations
supporting the development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan. Beyond academic
mobility, cooperation with Korean universities, governmental agencies, and
educational organizations has contributed to the establishment and expansion of
Korean Studies programs, curriculum development, faculty support, educational
infrastructure, and the organization of academic and cultural activities [6—11].
Institutional evidence indicates that this cooperation has also been implemented
through formal inter-university agreements, joint educational initiatives, and
the establishment of specialized Korean language and cultural centers within
participating universities. As a result, international cooperation has become an
integral component of Korean Studies and functions as a key mechanism linking
Kyrgyzstani universities with broader transnational academic networks.

A particularly important role is played by Korean organizations that have
consistently supported Korean Studies and Korean language education in Central
Asia. Among them, the Korea Foundation (KF), the Academy of Korean Studies
(AKS), the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA), and the Embassy
of the Republic of Korea in the Kyrgyz Republic have contributed to educational
development, academic mobility, research activities, faculty development, and
cultural initiatives [4]. Through scholarships, mobility programs, educational
projects, visiting professors, faculty support initiatives, institutional partnerships,
and academic exchanges, these organizations have strengthened cooperation
between Kyrgyzstani and Korean academic institutions and expanded the
educational opportunities available to students and faculty members. Their
activities have facilitated the integration of local universities into broader
international academic networks and have increased the institutional resources
available for Korean Studies education. The analysis further demonstrates that
these initiatives have been complemented by university-level cooperation with
institutions such as Hanbat National University, Paichai University, Keimyung
University, Konkuk University, and Daegu Haany University, thereby linking
national support programs with long-term institutional partnerships.

International cooperation has also facilitated the integration of Kyrgyzstani
universities into broader regional and global academic networks. Through
participation in exchange programs, joint research projects, conferences,
institutional partnerships, and educational initiatives, Korean Studies programs in
Kyrgyzstan have gained access to academic resources, professional expertise, and
opportunities for long-term collaboration [4; 6—11]. These forms of cooperation
have strengthened educational infrastructure, supported faculty development,
expanded research activities, and enhanced opportunities for academic mobility.
The findings further suggest that cooperation has supported not only exchanges
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and research collaboration but also the development of teaching resources,
specialized library collections, and educational infrastructure that remain
embedded within university programs.

The available evidence suggests that international cooperation functions
not merely as a source of external support but as one of the principal mechanisms
through which Korean Studies has been maintained and expanded in Kyrgyzstan.
By connecting local universities with transnational academic networks,
international cooperation has played a central role in the sustainability and
continued development of Korean Studies in the country. These findings extend
previous discussions of international cooperation by showing that external
support contributes not only organizational resources but also reinforces the
long-term institutional sustainability of Korean Studies through stable academic
networks [2—4].

Current Challenges and Development Prospects

The analysis demonstrates that Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan has undergone
a gradual process of institutional consolidation over the past three decades. What
initially emerged as limited Korean language instruction has evolved into a
distributed network of educational programs supported by universities, academic
mobility initiatives, and transnational partnerships. The findings indicate that this
process has been shaped not by a single institutional center but by the interaction
of multiple universities, academic networks, and external educational partners.
This distributed model is reflected in the complementary roles of Kyrgyz National
University, Bishkek State University, Osh State University, and several smaller
institutional platforms that contribute through different organizational profiles
rather than a unified institutional structure.

However, the pace and scope of growth vary considerably across
institutions. Universities differ in terms of educational infrastructure, faculty
resources, graduate-level training opportunities, mobility programs, and external
partnerships. These differences affect the capacity of individual institutions to
maintain and expand Korea-related activities and contribute to uneven patterns
across the country. Strengthening institutional capacity therefore remains one of
the principal tasks facing the field.

Another important challenge concerns human resource development. The
long-term viability of Korean Studies programs depends on the availability of
qualified faculty members, opportunities for professional advancement, and
the preparation of new specialists. Given the relatively limited scale of Korean
Studies in Kyrgyzstan, the training and retention of academic personnel remain
essential for future progress.

In this context, graduate education, academic exchanges, and collaboration
with Korean partner institutions play an important role in strengthening local
expertise and supporting the next generation of scholars, educators, and
translators. Existing institutional cooperation—including faculty exchanges,
visiting instructors from the Republic of Korea, and participation in projects such
as the KF Global e-School initiative—illustrates the types of long-term capacity-
building mechanisms that can support this objective. The continued expansion
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of these opportunities will be critical for maintaining academic continuity and
renewing the field over time.

The continuing visibility of the Republic of Korea in the spheres of education,
culture, digital media, and international engagement creates favorable conditions
for further expansion. The growing presence of Korea-related educational and
cultural initiatives across Central Asia has contributed to sustained interest in
Korean language education and Korea-related academic programs [2—4].

For Kyrgyzstani universities, these developments create opportunities for
the diversification of curricula, the expansion of mobility opportunities, and
the strengthening of international partnerships. In this context, Korean Studies
possesses considerable potential for future growth through the continued
integration of language education, area studies, research activities, and global
academic engagement. Sustaining this trajectory will depend not only on
expanding external cooperation but also on consolidating graduate education,
institutional partnerships, and faculty development across universities with
different levels of organizational capacity.

Future trajectories are also likely to be influenced by the broader relationship
between Kyrgyzstan and the Republic of Korea. Expanding educational, cultural,
and academic ties create favorable conditions for strengthening connections
between Kyrgyzstani universities and international scholarly communities.
Korean Studies may therefore increasingly function not only as a field of language
and area studies but also as a platform for academic exchange, professional
training, and cross-border collaboration.

Overall, the findings suggest that Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan has
advanced through the interaction of educational programs, human resources,
academic mobility, and international partnerships. Rather than emerging around a
single dominant institution, the field has developed through a distributed network
of universities and transnational academic connections. This pattern underscores
the importance of interconnected educational and organizational mechanisms in
supporting its future growth and resilience.

Conclusion

This article examined the development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan
through the analysis of university documents, educational programs, institutional
materials, and publicly available sources. Korean Studies has become an
established component of Kyrgyzstan’s higher education landscape and has
evolved through a decentralized network of universities rather than through a
single specialized institution. The Kyrgyzstani case illustrates how Korean Studies
can expand through the interaction of university initiatives, academic mobility,
and international partnerships within a relatively small higher education system.

The development of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan has been supported
by the interaction of educational infrastructure, academic personnel, mobility
opportunities, and cooperation with Korean partner institutions and organizations.
While Korean language education remains the foundation of most programs,
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the field has gradually expanded to include broader educational, cultural, and
academic activities. These processes have enabled Korean Studies to become
integrated into both national higher education structures and wider transnational
academic networks.

The study contributes to the literature on Korean Studies in Central Asia
by providing the first systematic overview of Korean Studies in Kyrgyzstan
and by identifying the principal mechanisms supporting its expansion. Beyond
documenting existing institutions and programs, the analysis highlights the
importance of long-term academic cooperation, mobility, and capacity building
in sustaining Korean Studies outside the Korean Peninsula.

More broadly, the Kyrgyzstani case demonstrates that the development of
Korean Studies depends on the interaction of local educational initiatives and
international academic support. This experience may be relevant for understanding
the evolution of Korean Studies in other small and decentralized higher education
systems. Future research may build upon these findings through comparative
studies across Central Asia and through the incorporation of additional statistical,
archival, and interview-based materials.
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KOPEEBEJEHMUE B KbIPT'BI3CTAHE: UHCTUTYLHUOHAJIBHOE
PABBUTHUE, AKAJEMUYECKAS MOBUWJIBHOCTH U
MEXAYHAPOJHOE COTPYJHUYECTBO
*Em H.B.!

*1 Ka3axcKkuil HAllMOHAIbHBIM YHUBEPCUTET UMEHH alib-Dapadu
Anmarel, Kazaxcran

AnHoTanus. Pacmupenue xkopeeBeneHuss 3a npenensl  Kopeiickoro
MOJIyOCTPOBa  CIIOCOOCTBOBAJIO  Pa3BUTHUIO  NPENOJABAaHUS  KOPEHUCKOTO
SI3pIKa U MPOTPAaMM IO KOPEEBEACHUI0 BO MHOTMX PETHOHAX MHUpa, BKIIIOYas
Hentpanenyro Aszuro. HecMOTpst Ha TO, 4TO B NPEIbIAYLIUX HCCIEIOBAHUAX
paccMarpuBajoCh pa3BUTHE KopeeBeneHUs B LleHTpanbHOU A3uM B LIENIOM,
MHCTUTYLIUOHAJIIBHOE pa3BUTHE KopeeBeAeHUs B KbIprei3crane A0 HACTOSALIETO
BPEMEHHU IMOJTYYHIIO OTPAHUYEHHOE OCBEIICHUE B HAyYHOU tuTeparype. B nannoit
CTaThe€ aHAIM3UPYETCS COBPEMEHHOE COCTOSIHUE KopeeBeneHus B KbIpreizcrane
U BBISBJISIFOTCS KJIFOUEBbIE (paKTOPhI, 00€CIIEUNBAOIINE €r0 Pa3BUTHE B CHCTEME
BBICIIIETO 00pa30BaHUs CTPAHBbI.

HccnenoBanre OCHOBaHO HAa aHAIN3€ YHUBEPCUTETCKOM JTOKyMEHTALWH,
oOpa3oBareibHbIX IPOrpaMM, HHCTUTYLIMOHAIbHBIX OTYETOB, MAaTepHasioB
[0 aKaJeMUYEeCKOH MOOWJIBHOCTH, a Takke HHPOpMalMM, pa3MElIeHHON
Ha OQUIMAIbHBIX calTax YyHUBEepcUTETOB. OCHOBHOE BHUMAaHHUE Y/EICHO
BEJYLIMM YHUBEPCUTETAM, PEaJIM3yIOUIMM 00pa3oBaTelibHbIE MPOTrPAMMBI 10
KOpeeBeICHUI0. AHAJIN3 OXBaThIBaeT 00pa30BaTeIbHbIE MPOTrPaMMbl, KaJpOBBIN
MOTEHLIMAJ, MEX/IyHAPOJHOE COTPYITHUYECTBO U aKaJeMHUUECKYI0 MOOUIBHOCTb.

Pesynbrarel  mccnenoBaHMsS  MIOKA3bIBAKOT, YTO  KOPEEBEIECHHE B
Ksipreizcrane cpopmMupoBaioch Kak OTHOCUTEIBHO YCTOMUMBAs aKaieMUYecKas
oOnacth, mojjepxKuBacMasi CEThbI0 YHUBEPCUTETCKUX LEHTpoB. Ero passurtue
oOecrieunBaeTcs B3aUMOJIEHCTBUEM O0OPa30BaTENIbHBIX MPOrpaMM, MOATOTOBKU
npodeccopcKo-npenogaBaTeIbCKUX KaJpoB, MEKIYHApOJHOIO MapTHEPCTBA U
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WHUIIMATUB B OOJACTH aKaJeMHYECKOW MOOMIBHOCTH. B cTarbe omnpemeneHbl
OCHOBHBIE YYPEXJACHUS, YyYaCTBYIOIME B DPAa3BUTHUM KOPEEBEICHUS, a TaKKe
[0Ka3aHa pOJb COTPYIHUYECTBA C YHUBEPCUTETAMHU U OpraHU3alUsIMU
PecnyOnuku Kopest B ykperuieHun JaHHON 00s1acTy.

Hayunast 3HauuMOCTb CTaThbU 3aKJIIOYAETCS B CUCTEMAaTU3MPOBAHHOM
aHaJM3€ MHCTUTYLMOHAJIBHOTO pa3BUTHUA KopeeBeAeHUs B KbwIproizcrane
U BBISBJICHUM OCHOBHBIX (DAKTOPOB, 00ECIEUMBAIOIIMX €r0 YCTOHYMBOCTb.
[IpakTnueckass 3HaYMMOCTb UCCIIEJOBAHUS CBfI3aHa C  BO3MOXKHOCTBIO
WCIIONIb30BAaHUSl TOJYYEHHBIX pE3yJAbTaToB JJsi JajibHEHIIEro pa3BUTHUS
o0Opa3oBareIbHbIX IPOrpPaMM, aKaJeMUUYECKUX MapTHEPCTB U MEXKIYHAPOAHOIO
corpynHudectBa Mexxay Koipreizckoii PecryOnukoit u Pecryonukoit Kopest.

KuroueBblie cioBa: xopeeBenenue, Kolprei3ctan; Bbiciiee o0pa3oBaHue,
akazieMuueckas MOOUIBHOCTb, MEX/1yHapOIHOE COTPYIHUYECTBO,
o0OpasoBarenbHbIC MPOTPAMMBI, KaApOoBbIi oTeHual, L{lenTpansuas Asus

®dunancupoBanue: JlanHas paboTa BBHINOJIHEHA TMPU  HOAJEPIKKE
Axanemun kopeeBenenus (Academy of Korean Studies, AKS) B pamkax npoekra
«Co3nanue 0a3bl JAHHBIX U IUIATGOPMBI 1JI1 UCIOIH30BaHUS MaTEpUaJIOB I10
ryMaHuTapHoll tomnorpaduu kKopeeBenuyeckoro mnosica B LleHTpanbHol A3um»
[mpoext Ne AKS-2025-INC-2250002].

KbIPFBI3CTAHIAFBI KOPEUTAHY:
NHCTUTYHUUOHAJIBIK JAMY, AKAAEMUSAJIBIK ¥ TKbBIPJIBIK
KIOHE XAJIBIKAPAJIBIK bIHTBIMAKTACTBIK
*Em H.B.!

*1 on-®apadu arbiHgarel Kazak YITTBIK YHUBEPCHTETI
Anmarsl, Kazakcran

Anparna. Kopeit TyOeriHeH ThIC XKepieplie KOpeHWTaHyIblH KEHEHol
QJIEMHIH KeNTereH eHipaepiH/e, COHbIH imiHae OpTanblK A3usaa ga Kopei TiIiH
OKBITY MEH KOopehTaHy OarJapiamMasiapblHbIH KapKbIH/bl JaMybIHA bIKIAJ €TTI.
byran neitinri 3eprreynepae Opranblk A3usiiarbl KOpEHTaHyIbIH JaMYyBbl 5KaJIIbl
KapacThIpblIFaHbIMeH, KpIpFbI3cTaHIaFbl KOPEUTaHYIbIH HHCTUTYLIMOHAJJIBIK
JaMybl FbUIBIMM 9JIeOMeTTep/e KETKUIKTI JeHreijne 3eprreamereH. by
Makanaga KpIpFeI3cTanarbl KOpeUTaHyIbIH Ka3ipri xKai-Kyii TaJJaHblIl, OHbIH
eJIIH KOoFapbl OuUTiM Oepy KyHeciHAeTi JamMyblH KaMTaMachl3 €TETiH HETI3Ti
(haxTopiap aiiKbIHIATa b

3epTTey YHHUBEPCUTETTIK KyKaTTapibl, OuTiM Oepy OariapiamalapblH,
MHCTUTYLUMOHAJABIK €CENTepi, aKaJeMHUSUIbIK YTKBIPJIBIK MaTepuasiapblH,
COH/Iaii-aK YHUBEPCUTETTEPAIHPECMH BEO-CalTTapbIH/Ia KapUsUTaHFaH aKTapaTThI
Taj/iayFa Heri3/1ereH. 3epTTeyIiH HeT13T1 HbICaHbl peTiH/Ae KopelTany OOHbIHIIA
O111M OEpeTIH KETEKIII1 XKOFapbl OKY OpbIHAAPHI KAPACTBIPBLIBII, OJAPAbIH O1711M
Oepy Oarnapinamanapel, KaJIpiblK 9JIEyeTl, XaJblKapajblK BIHTHIMAKTACTBIFbI
YKOHE aKaJIEMUSIIBIK YTKBIPJIBIK OaFrbITTaphl 3epAesICH .
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3eprrey HoTmxkenepl KpiprblzcTaniarbl KOpeWTaHYAbIH YHHUBEPCUTETTIK
OpTaJBIKTAp JKENICIHIH KOJJAybIMEH KaJbINTaCKaH CaJbICThIpMANbl TYpJe
TYpPaKThl aKaJeMUSJIbIK cajlara alHaiFraHblH Kepcereli. OHbIH JaMybl OUIIM
Oepy OarmapiamManapblHBIH, TPO(ECCOP-OKBITYIIBIIAD KYPAMBIH JaMBITY/IbIH,
XaJIBIKapAJIbIK OPINTECTIKTIH JKOHE aKaJeMMsUIbIK YTKBIPJIBIK OacTaMaaapblHbIH
e3apa BbIKNAaJbl apKbUIbI KaMTaMachl3 eTuieni. Makanana KopeHTaHyablH
JTaMybIHa KaTbICaTbIH HET13T1 )KOFapbl OKY OpPbIH/Iapbl allKbIHIAJIbII, OYJ1 cajlaHbl
HbIFaiiTynarsl Kopes PecriyOukachbIHbIH YHUBEPCUTETTEPl MEH YHbIMIapbIMEH
BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTBIH POJIl KOPCETUITEH.

3epTTeydiH FbUIBIMH MaHbI3IbUIBIFEl KpIpFhI3cTaHIaFbl KOpEHTaHYyIbIH
MHCTUTYLUMOHANIBIK JaMyblHa JKyHenl Tanjay jKacayblHAAa JKOHE OHBIH
TYpPaKThl JaMyblHa BIKIAJ €TETIH HET13r1 (paKkTopiiap/bl aHBIKTAybIHIA *KaTbIp.
3epTTeyiH NpPAKTHKAJIbIK MaHBI3IbUIBIFBI OHBIH HOTIKENEepiH OutiM Oepy
OarjapiamanapblH, akaJeMUsUIBIK CepIKTeCTIKTI koHe Kpiprbi3 PecmyOnukachl
MeH Kopest Pecriy0Omnrkacsl apachIH1aFbl XadblKapaiblK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTHI O/1aH
opi1 JaMBITy MakcaTbIH/1a NaiaalaHny MyMKIHJITIMEH OallIaHbICThI.

Tipek ce3mep: xopeitany, KpIprbi3cTan, sxorapbl OUTIM, aKaJIeMUSIIBIK
YTKBIPJBIK, XaJIbIKapaJIbIK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK, OuIiM Oepy Oarnmapiiamanapsl,
KaJpJbIK oneyeT, OpTanbiK A3us

Kapxbinanaesipy: byn xymbic Kopes akagemusicbiHblH (Academy
of Korean Studies, AKS) «Opranbsik Asusparel Kopeiitany OenaeyiHiy
ryMaHUTapJbIK Tornorpaduscel OOWbIHINA IepeKTep 0a3ackl MEH OHbI MalJalaHy
mwiaropMacklH Kypy» ko0achl ascbiHaa [XKoda Ne AKS-2025-INC-2250002]
KOJ1J1aybIMEH OPBIHAAJIIBL.
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